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St. Albanõs 

A Bold Blue Benefit: Bags for Humanitarian Relief 
By Jim Tate 

Like many members of the St. Albanôs, community I have been lucky enough to travel to 

many points around the globe.  Sometimes through my work, sometimes for family reasons, 

and sometimes to hunt, fish, and bird-watch, my travels have taken me to many countries 

and every continent except Africa and Antarctica.  Thirty years ago I began taking extra 

things with me for the local people I would be meeting and working with on my travels. 

At first my extras were simple: some pens and pocket notebooks or some school supplies.  

Later I would pack extra fishing supplies, shirts or shorts for my guides, or a stack of tee 

shirts for the kids.   But recently I became aware of a humanitarian relief project for remote 

communities where I could deliver the contents of a large Blue duffle bag of donated materi-

als as part of my normal travels. 

Beginning in 1996, Safari Club International (SCI) began a humanitarian program under the 

trademark SafariCare for the delivery of mosquito nets and other medical supplies to villag-

ers in remote areas of Namibia by SCI members engaged in hunting and nature travel trips 

to the area. This inaugural step started a volunteer healthcare outreach program serving peo-

ple in need of services in remote communities that became known as the Blue Bag program. 

Typically these Blue Bags are filled with medical, educational, and other relief supplies, 

clothing and toys, which are then taken to remote areas by travelers who have planned ex-

cursions in these regions. The supplies are delivered directly to villages, clinics and schools 

for doctors, teachers and villagers to utilize. 

In 2006, program participants took 51 ñBlue Bagsò overseas (up from 19 in 2005) as part of 

their luggage, thereby avoiding shipping costs as well as preventing theft of contents before 

they reach the intended recipients.  So far, in 2007, the rapidly-growing ñBlue Bag Brigadeò 

has delivered more than 84 bags. 

 So, I wrote up a proposal for the St. Albanôs Africa Roundtable and the DC Metro Chapter 

of SCI to jointly fill and deliver as many as ten Blue Bags in 2008.  Although pre-filled bags 

are available for about $200 from Safari Club, I proposed that we fill bags directly through 

donations and volunteer time of the St. Albanôs Youth Group, Africa Roundtable members, 

SCI members and others.  Some items may need to be purchased if not available through 

donation. And some items are purchased in the destination towns before travel to the remote 

locations. 

Continued on page 8 

SAVE A TREE!  

The St. Albanôs Chronicle is now available on our website BEFORE the printed copy reaches your 

doorstep. If you would like to be taken off of the ñsnail mailò list and access the Chronicle each month 

on-line instead (in living color!), please e-mail the Office at ericg@st-albans-parish.org to be removed. 
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 We welcome the  

faithful, the seeker,  

and the doubter,  

for Godôs embrace is 

wide and Godôs  

Good News is for all. 
 

WORSHIP AND PRAYER  

SCHEDULE AT ST. ALBANôS 

 

8:00 améééé. Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

10:30 améééééé.. Holy Eucharist 

5:30 pméééé Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 MONDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer 

 TUESDAY 

7:30 amééééééé Holy Eucharist 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer 

 WEDNESDAY 

12:05 pmééééé. Healing Eucharist 

 THURSDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer  

 FRIDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer  

 

CLERGY  

The Reverend Scott A. Benhase, Rector 

The Reverend Erin Hensley, Assistant Rector for  

     Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

The Reverend Timothy A. Boggs, Assistant Rector for 

     Stewardship & Outreach Ministries 

The Reverend Harriette Sturges, Deacon,  

     Coordinator of Childrenôs Ministries 

The Reverend Loren B. Mead, Honorary Associate 

 

EPISCOPAL CAMPUS MINISTRIES 

Carolyn Seaton, Chaplain, American University 

 

PARISH STAFF 

Eric Gustafson, Parish Administrator 

Ron Hicks, Parish Verger  

Benjamin Huelskamp, Parish Intern 

Vilma Smith, Director of Financial Affairs 

Sonya Subbayya Sutton, Director of Music  

Dr. Norman Scribner, Director of Music Emeritus 

  

VESTRY OFFICERS 

Kate Bouvé, Senior Warden; Jim Sottile, Junior Warden; 

(pending), Secretary; Christopher Holmes, Treasurer 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

Nathalie Bramson; Bill Edgar; Andrea Farr;   

Marc Fetterman; Kammie Hedges; Chuck Holmes;   

Keith Jones; Danette (Dani) Kauffman; Sam Lewis;   

Eric Melby; Jennifer Thorson Martin; Bob Woolfolk;  

Chase Felker and Colin Mahaffey, Youth Representatives 

Mary Jane Shackelford, WSA Board Representative 

 

ST. ALBAN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016 

Tel.: 202-363-8286 Fax: 202-363-6828 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

 Web site: www.AlbansDC.org 

PARISH OFFICE:  202-363-8286 

A Role Model for All of Us
  
You may have seen the tribute in the Washington Post several weeks 

ago about the story of Mary Elizabeth Ford, a talented writer, news-

paper columnist and Washington native who died just months before 

her hundredth birthday. She outlived her family, contemporaries and 

others who could tell us about her life and loves and connection to 
St. Albanôs. 

Mary Elizabeth Ford left a portion of her estate to St. Albanôs. She 

actually did what so many of us promise ourselves we must do ñone 

of these daysòðmake decisions about what to do with our posses-

sions at the end of our life. We do this because, as a great teacher at 

St. Albanôs used to remind us, ñA shroud has no pockets.ò 

Mrs. Ford is a role model for planning her gift. She remembered her 

care giver and St. Albanôs, dividing the value of her Glover Park 

home so that both benefitted. We can learn from her example to re-

member both dear individuals as well as our church. 

We have few facts to piece together about Mary Elizabeth Fordôs 

connection to St. Albanôs and what motivated her to leave a lasting, 

generous gift to our church.  Previous rectors, our former music director and numerous longtime, active 

members have no recollection of her. An extensive search of our parish registers and other records con-

ducted by Ruth Cline, our historian, and Ron Hicks, Parish Verger, showed no mention of her. 

Ruth Cline offers us a thoughtful perspective on Mary Elizabeth Ford and her legacy gift to St. Albanôs: 

 ñShe falls into the category of someone whose life was touched by our church in some unknown way. 

As a journalist and music enthusiast, she would have been well placed to follow our outreach and Nor-

manôs spectacular career. The Revs. Dr. Charles T. Warner, Mr. Robert S. Trenbath and Dr. E. Felix 

Kloman [St. Albanôs rectors 1912-1969] and their wives Elsie, Edith and Olivia had many connections 

and admirers in all ranks of society, and we may be reaping the benefits of their good work. 

St. Albanôs is a place where the Holy Spirit moves, and ordinary actions by ordinary people trying to 

lead good Christian lives can have the most unexpected and far-reaching impact.ò 

Even though we know very little about her life and ties to St. Albanôs, we remember Mary Elizabeth 

Ford for her legacy gift, far-reaching impact and for serving as a valued role model.  Read the May 6, 

2008, Washington Post article 
                --Danette Gentile Kauffman 

A Reflection on Youth Sunday 2008      by The Reverend Erin Hensley 
Liturgy is the work of the people; liturgy is something we do together in community. On Sunday, May 

18, young people led this work in numerous and meaningful ways. Colin Mahaffey, Anna Thorson, and 

Chase Felker, members of Every Given Sunday, prepared meaningful sermons. Rite 13, youth finishing 
sixth and seventh grades, chose the hymns for the morning services. J2A, youth finishing seventh and 

eighth grades, wrote the prayers of the people. Senior youth, those in tenth and eleventh grades, assisted 

as readers and chalicists. Youth from all groups served as acolytes and ushers. Sonya Sutton gathered 

members of J2A and Sr. Youth together for a musical offering for the 11:15 service. The hymns were 

thought-provoking, the preachers wise, the prayers earnest and joyful, the youth ensembleôs offering full 

of the Holy Spirit. The morning was a time to be open to perhaps different ways to give thanks and 

praise to God. 

I invite you to join me in giving God thanks for our youth, their parents, their leaders, and members of 

the Youth Ministry Committee. I also ask that you hold the seniors in high school (Lindsay Brewster, 

McKenzie Cato, Keith Cowdrey, Grace Critchfield, Matt Edwards, Chase Felker, Leslie Kirk, Colin 

Mahaffey, Brittany Price, Barrett Sanford, Cynthia Slemmer, Anna Thorson, and Caroline Whitehouse)

in your prayers. The brief biographies and pictures below offer a glimpse of who some of these young 

adults are; may we send our prayers with them as they grow more fully into their adulthood. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/05/AR2008050502304.html?sub=AR
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/05/AR2008050502304.html?sub=AR
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PARISH WEBSITE:  www.AlbansDC.org  

Parish Picnic 

Sunday June 22nd 

After the 10:30 Service 
  

Come experience the thrill of the grill, music, fun for children of all ages, face-painting, bocce ball and 

great food! 

 

Special note: Percussionist Tom Teasley will join us for St. Alban's festivities, playing for the 10:30 ser-

vice.  During the picnic afterwards Tom will lead a session of community drumming with children of the 

parish (and probably any others who are young enough at heart to beat a drum with abandon) involving 

all kinds of percussion instruments.  Spread a rumor - St. Albanites have rhythm! 

  

To volunteer to help, to bring a side dish, or for more information contact Kathryn Zoeller.  202-342-6440 

or katzoeller@aol.com. 

 

Dear fellow parents and parishioners, 

Several of you have contacted me and expressed your interest in expanding and enriching a program for our children to 

participate in outreach and service efforts. For those of you who have contacted me and offered comments or support, 

thank you. Gratefully, the idea of expanding our childrenôs involvement in outreach and service seems to hit an interested 

chord among several parents.  Several of you have shared some great ideas. Iôve have begun keeping them on a list.  

I thought it might be helpful to offer some of my thoughts and curiosities as we prepare to gather.  For those of you who 

are able to meet on June 8, maybe this will trigger some thoughts for our conversation.  For those of you who are inter-

ested in this initiative but unable to join us on June 8, I hope it will trigger some thoughts that you will share with me. 

Here are some of my ponderings...... 

Could this initiative become a way for both kids enrolled in Catechesis and those not to connect that otherwise might not 

spend time together? 

With multitudes of ways to help others, how would we pick the right amount and types of activities? 

How would we integrate the role of outreach and service with the teaching of Christ - particularly in Catechesis? 

While the parents could certainly create, support and lead initiatives, would it be possible to create a setting where the 

older children (level III - 8?) become the leaders of this program? 

One way to organize efforts might look like this: 

   On-going service (knitting; grate patrol; sugar packets for seniors, and similar initiatives) 

   Collections (books; children to children penny collections; etc..) 

   Bigger scale events (walk-a-thons; play?) 

How and when would we meet?   

When would we introduce this initiative?  Summer camp? At the beginning of next yearôs program year? 

How might this initiative coordinate with other parish outreach ministries? 

What roles would the parents play - as we begin this initiative? as we continue large roles? 

 small roles/ intermittent roles? 

  ðThe Reverend Harriette Sturges 

mailto:katzoeller@aol.com

