
 

A Window Dilemma 
by The Rev. Tim Boggs  

In 1965 Russell Stanford joined the parish and served as an usher regularly almost to the 

time of his death in 1986.  His funeral was held at St. Albanõs, and he was buried at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. In his memory and in celebration of his life, his family, led by 
his son Tom and Tomõs wife Evelyn, made a wonderful gift to the parish of a beautiful 
stained glass window, which serves as our clerestory window above the organ alcove.  

         In the shape of a Reuleaux triangle, this brightly colored and celebratory window 
was enjoyed by all approaching the altar for nearly a decade, and it has been a particu-
lar favorite of the choir. The Stanford family viewed it regularly from a favorite pew. Its 
message of Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord from Psalm 100 and the three brass horns 

in the image in golden glass are so well suited to our chancel where our organists and 
choirs and soloists make their fine music. The horn in the window reflects Russellõs love of 
St. Albanõs music. òHe sang loudlyñ if not well! [It was a] regular source of embarrassment for my brother and I,ó says Tom. 
         Then, in the late 1990õs during a restoration of our organ, it was determined that the best place to put a division of important 
new pipes was in the space directly above the organ alcove, and doing so has blocked the entire view of the Stanford window for 

the past decade. 
         In trying to resolve this dilemma and to bring this wonderful gift back into our parish life, the vestry and clergy worked with 
the Stanford family and came up with a two-part plan.   
         First, a painting of the window was commissioned from the noted ecclesiastical artist Marilyn Foley. This painting is repro-

duced here and last week was formally received and hung in the organ alcove above the plaque honoring Russell Stanford. Sec-
ondly, this spring lighting will be installed behind the organ pipes that will illumine the window so it can be enjoyed from the 
exterior in the evening. 
         Godõs living church is always changing, and occasionally new growth causes problems. Our capacity to grow and creatively 
adapt is an essential piece of Christian life, and this resolution of our òwindow dilemmaó gives us a small but wonderful image of 

working through issues of change.  Please pause and enjoy the return of your celebratory window, Make a Joyful Noise Unto the 
Lord.   
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SAVE A TREE! 
The St. Albanõs Chronicle is now available on our website BEFORE the printed copy reaches your doorstep. If you would like to be 

taken off of the òsnail mailó list and access the Chronicle each month on-line instead (in living color!), please e-mail the Office at 
ericg@st-albans-parish.org to be removed. 

Parish Staff News 

Vilma Smith, who has served St Albanõs Parish for 25 years as our Director of Finance, has decided to retire from her position. As 

we all know, it is never easy to end a relationship of such long duration. Vilmaõs decision was made with great care and prayerful 
discernment. I cannot thank her enough for the help and support she gave me as I began my tenure as Rector here. It was invalu-

able, and the kindness and patience she showed meant so much to me. We have asked Vilma to join us for a special luncheon 
with the staff, so we can thank her in person for her long and faithful service to the parish. I also hope those of you who know her 
will send her a personal note of thanks. Her address is 902 N. Kemper St., Alexandria, VA 22304. 
             As of March 1, I have appointed Douglas Dykstra as our new Director of Finance. As you may know, Doug has been serving 
as the Interim Director for the last few months. He comes to us from his long service at the Washington Post where he was Busi-

ness Manager of the Washington Post Magazine. Doug has done a fantastic job as Interim Director. He is also a tenor in our choir. 
When you see Doug, I hope you welcome him to our parish staff. 

Yours Faithfully, 
The Reverend Scott A. Benhase 
Rector 



 

We welcome the  

faithful, the seeker,  

and the doubter,  

for Godõs embrace is 

wide and Godõs  

Good News is for all. 
WORSHIP AND PRAYER  

SCHEDULE AT ST. ALBANôS 

8:00 améééé..Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:15 améééé.Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:15 amééééHoly Eucharist, Rite I 

5:30 pméééé.Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 MONDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer 

 TUESDAY 

7:30 amééééééé Holy Eucharist 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer 

 WEDNESDAY 

12:05 pmééééé. Healing Eucharist 

 THURSDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer  

 FRIDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer  

CLERGY  

The Reverend Scott A. Benhase, Rector 

The Reverend Timothy A. Boggs, Associate Rector 

The Reverend Harriette H. Sturges, Deacon,  

     Coordinator of Childrenôs Ministries 

The Reverend Loren B. Mead, Priest Associate 

 

EPISCOPAL CAMPUS MINISTRIES 

Carolyn Seaton, Chaplain, American University 

 

PARISH STAFF 

Eric Gustafson, Director of Parish Administration 

Ron Hicks, Parish Verger  

Doug Dykstra, Director of Financial Affairs 

Sonya Subbayya Sutton, Director of Music  

Dr. Norman Scribner, Director of Music Emeritus  

Ashley Allen, Parish Secretary/Receptionist 

Sophia Vastek, Music Intern 

  

VESTRY OFFICERS 

Kate Bouvé, Senior Warden; Jim Sottile, Junior Warden; 

Stephanie Kinney, Secretary ; Christopher Holmes, 

Treasurer 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

Nathalie Bramson; Bill Edgar; Andrea Farr;   

Marc Fetterman; Kammie Hedges; Chuck Holmes;   

Keith Jones; Danette (Dani) Kauffman; Sam Lewis;   

Eric Melby; Jennifer Thorson Martin; Bob Woolfolk;  

Joanne Brainard, WSA Board Representative 

 

ST. ALBAN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016 

Tel.: 202-363-8286 Fax: 202-363-6828 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

 Web site: www.st-albans-parish.org 

PARISH OFFICE:  202-363-8286 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

 

The Op Shop Blues 

 

The Opportunity Shop, which is 

such a great ministry at St. Al-

ban's Parish, needs household 

items in good condition.  This 

includes sheets and towels that 
are not stained and have been 

washed.  When you bring your 

items in, be sure to look around.  

There are lots of treasures.  

           The Op Shop is open Tues-
day through Saturdays from 

9:30-3PM.  Thank you.  

           Contact Russell Eckel at 

arie3eare@aol.com if you have 
questions.   

St. Alban's Introduced to the New Congress 

 

In a form of community outreach new to us, the accom-

panying ad ran in The Hill newspaper and appeared in 
the Inaugural wrap-up edition of Wednesday, January 
21, 2009.  The ad was paid for by a contribution from a 

parishioner. 



 

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.AlbansDC.org  

photo by Chris Meyerson 

l to r: Rachel Emma Hall, Katherine Gray Holmes, Kendall Elizabeth Repetti, Elizabeth 
Campbell, Kenneth Andrew Meyerson, Theodore McNamara Montgomery 

Rite 13 Celebrities St. Alban's Group on Facebook  

 

St. Alban's congregation and those interested 

in its virtual conversation now have a Face-
book group page under St. Alban's  
Parish, Washington DC.  If you happen to 

have a free Facebook account, or have been  
waiting for the impetus to start one, log on at 
www.facebook.com.  On the home page on 
the right side select Groups in the second box.  
Search for St. Alban's Parish.  It is an open 

group, and any person can join and post on 
the wall (the main chat space) or on the dis-
cussion board.   
         The discussion board provides a more fo-

cused blog space.  Any member can start a 
topic.  For instance,  perhaps you are inter-
ested in promoting the Episcopal church's or 
our parish's brand or ideas locally, say on 
DCUrbanMoms.com or the Post blog space, 

float the idea and an approach in a discussion 
topic and see what folks have to say.  If you 
want to post a picture or video, that will have 
to be sent to me,  

dmbrettmajor@gmail.com.  Please feel free to 
send questions my way.  

- David Brett-Major 

Transformation Moment: The Grate Patrol  

 

The Grate Patrol heightened my curiosity about people who are homeless. It 

made me wonder about each individual I fed. What is each personõs story? How 
did each person become homeless? What are his or her hopes and dreams? To 
answer these questions and overcome my fear, I went out on the streets and in-

terviewed homeless people to learn about their life story.  
           Living on the streets has made some homeless people fearful and suspi-
cious. They questioned why I wanted to talk to them. However, once they un-
derstood that I simply wanted  to learn more about them, many were eager to 
share their stories with me. One man described having nowhere to go after his 

parents died and the family home was sold. Another told me he always wanted 
to be a mathematician like Albert Einstein. I cannot forget one man, John, who 
said his greatest accomplishment was just staying alive.  
            My experience with the Grate Patrol has changed my perception of home-

lessness and homeless people. No longer do I view a homeless person as merely a 
person living on the street; instead, I recognize the individual as a human being. I 
now realize the importance of acknowledging and respecting all members of 
our community. After talking to homeless people, I understand what they want: 
people to look them in the eye, greet them, and acknowledge that they exist. 

            Through my involvement with Grate Patrol, I have gained confidence, wis-
dom, and a deep admiration and caring for others. My experience with the 
Grate Patrol has fostered my concern for social justice. 
 

(By a senior youth member of St Alban's J2A. The Grate Patrol is the recipient 
of a St. Albanõs Transformation Fund grant. For information on applying for a 
grant contact Jane Schubert (janeschubert@aol.com, 202-338-3157). 

Kids Reaching Out 

This past fall, the newly formed Kids  

Reaching Out undertook their first project, 
which involved raising the awareness of the 

parish about the problems of malaria in  
developing countries, and raising funds to 
help buy mosquito nets to combat its spread.  
This effort was in response to Bishop Chaneõs 
focus on Nets For Life, which provides  

insecticide-treated nets and malaria  
education throughout Africa.  The children 
collected coins in mite boxes and then sought 
the involvement of the parish through a  

Mustard Seed Offering that the Vestry  
designated for the cause.  In the end, we raised 
$1,730, which should be enough to provide 
nets for about 170 families.   
           Kids Reaching Out, for the 8- to 11-year-

old members of our parish, continues to de-
velop future projects to help other  
children, inside and beyond our parish.  They 
gathered a team to participate in the Help 

the Homeless Walk in November, and they 
continue to collect canned food each week.  
Future meetings of KRO will be announced in 
the Bulletin, and we welcome the gifts of time 
and treasure that our children can bring to 

the church community. 
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Holy Week at St. Albanõs 
 

 Each year from Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday the people 
 of St. Albanõs gather with Christians around the world to celebrate and remember the culminating events in the life and 

ministry of Jesus Christ, his passion, death and resurrection. 

 
This year our worship will be as follows. 

All services will be in the church; please note the various times. 

 

Palm Sunday, April 5th  - Holy Eucharist 
  7:30 A.M., 9:15 A.M., 11:15 A.M. and 5:30 P.M. 

 Please gather at the Peace Cross ten minutes prior to the service for the procession with palms and hymns.  

 

Holy Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday ð Holy Eucharist 
 7:30 A.M. and Noon 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 9th ð Holy Eucharist and Washing of Feet 
 7:30  P.M.  

 

Good Friday 
 Stations of the Cross ð with music by Marcel Dupré  
  12:00 ð1:00 P.M. in Church 
  4:00 P.M.  Gather at the Columbarium  

 Choral Offering ðRequiem by Maurice Duruflé  
     1:00-2:00 P.M. 

 Liturgy for Good Friday 

      2:00-3:00 P.M. and 6:30 P.M.  

 

Holy Saturday 
 Liturgy for Holy Saturday 

  10:00 A.M.  

 The Great Vigil of Easter  

  8:00 P.M.  

 

Easter Sunday, April 12th ð Festival Eucharist with brass and choirs 
 7:30 A.M., 9:15 A.M., 11:15 A.M. and 5:30 P.M. 


