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Vestry News

At its April 21, 2009 meeting the Vestry passed the following resolution of profound gratitude to Ruth Cline:

1t is with great pride, appreciation, and respect, that the Vestry, clergy, and entire community of St Alban’s Parish
commend and thank Ruth Harwood Cline for writing the definitive history Church at the Crossroads: A History of
St . Al ban’s Par i s h52000\heVhsiryrdigettsahat jn hoBo€qaf herlingpdrtdnt accomplish-
ment, a hardbound, autographed copy of her book be donated and placed in the St Alban’s Parish archives.

Also, at its April meeting, the Vestry with great thankfulness unanimously passed the following resolution establish-
ing the Diana Smith Fund in the parish endowment:

The Diana Smith Fund for Spiritual Growth
St. Alban's Parish

Be it resolved, the Vestry of St Alban's Parish, Washington, DC here establishes The Diana Smith Fund for Spiritual
Growth. This fund will operate under the guidelines and restrictions of our parish endowment and for the uses pro-
vided as follows:

1. Parish retreats and travel to places of retreat intended to foster a deepening of parishioners' faith.

2. The preparation of written and media materials that are relevant to spiritual growth and a broader appreciation
of our spiritual traditions.

3. The employment of staff or consultants to assist in this ministry.

4. The invitation and support of guest speakers and spiritual leaders, including the payment of honoraria, as ap-

propriate.

Scholarships for individuals to pursue programs to enhance their spiritual growth.

6. Other bona fide purposes consistent with a goal of broadening spiritual growth and expression at St. Alban's
Parish.

Be it further resolvedthat the Rector shall name an Advisory Committee for the Diana Smith Fund for Spiritual
Growth to advise the Vestry on the use of the fund. The initial membership of this committee will be made up of
those parishioners who are members of the Way of Life ministry, should they choose to serve. From time to time, the
Rector at his discretion may add members to this Advisory Committee.

And be it further resolvedthat any additional monies that are received by the Parish in honor or memory of Ms.
Smith shall be applied to the Fund.

on

SAVE A TREE!
The St. Alban’s Chronicle is now available on our website BEFORE the printed copy reaches your
doorstep. If you would like to be taken off of the “snail mail” list and access the Chronicle each month
on-line instead (in living color!), please e-mail the Office at ericg@st-albans-parish.org to be removed.

.
]




We welcome the
faithful, the seeker,
and the doubter,
for God’s embrace 1s
wide and God’s

Good News is for all.
WORSHIP AND PRAYER
SCHEDULE AT ST. ALBAN’S

8:00 am.............. Holy Eucharist, Rite |

9:15am............. Holy Eucharist, Rite IT

11:15am............ Holy Eucharist, Rite |

530 pm............. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il

MONDAY

12:05 pm...eieininnn.. Noonday Prayer

TUESDAY

7:330am......ooiiiiiinnnn Holy Eucharist

12:05 pm...eeeininnnn. Noonday Prayer

WEDNESDAY

12:05pm................ Healing Eucharist

THURSDAY

12:05pm...c.ccvnnnnen... Noonday Prayer

FRIDAY

12:05pm...cceeennanen... Noonday Prayer
CLERGY

The Reverend Scott A. Benhase, Rector

The Reverend Timothy A. Boggs, Associate Rector
The Reverend Harriette H. Sturges, Deacon,
Coordinator of Children’s Ministries

The Reverend Loren B. Mead, Priest Associate

EPISCOPAL CAMPUS MINISTRIES
Carolyn Seaton, Chaplain, American University

PARISH STAFF

Eric Gustafson, Director of Parish Administration
Ron Hicks, Parish Verger

Doug Dykstra, Interim Director of Financial Affairs
Sonya Subbayya Sutton, Director of Music

Dr. Norman Scribner, Director of Music Emeritus
Ashley Allen, Administrative Assistant

Sophia Vastek, Music Intern

VESTRY OFFICERS
Kate Bouvé, Senior Warden; Jim Sottile, Junior Warden;

Stephanie Kinney, Secretary ; Christopher Holmes,
Treasurer

VESTRY MEMBERS

Nathalie Bramson; Bill Edgar; Andrea Farr;

Marc Fetterman; Kammie Hedges; Chuck Holmes;
Keith Jones; Danette (Dani) Kauffman; Sam Lewis;
Eric Melby; Jennifer Thorson Martin; Bob Woolfolk;
Joanne Brainard, WSA Board Representative

ST. ALBAN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016
Tel.: 202-363-8286 Fax: 202-363-6828

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Web site: www.st-albans-parish.org

Summer Schedule
Don't forget: on June 7
the Summer Service Schedule begins—

8:00 am Holy Eucharist: Rite |
10:00 am Holy Eucharist

5:30 pm Holy Eucharist

Thursday, May 21, 7:30 pm - Service for
Ascension Day with music written for the day by Bach,
including his Cantata No. 37, Wer da glaubet und getauft wird
with St. Alban's choirs and soloists and guest instrumentalists.

SENIOR SUNDAY

May 3 has been designated as Senior Sunday by Bishop John Bryson
Chane to encourage each congregation to recognize and pray for
Episcopal senior ministries in the diocese, to learn about these
resources, and to celebrate the role older adults play in our
congregations. Speakers are available for adult forums that Sunday.
Contact Annie Shaw, director of Parish VVolunteer Services at
Episcopal Senior Ministries at 202.414.6314 or ashaw@esm.org

STEWARDSHIP

From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 9 ( Saturday), the diocese will host
its annual stewardship conference at Washington National Ca-
thedral. The conference will focus on financial leadership in
communities of faith during challenging economic times. Na-
than Dungan, founder of Share Save Spend, is the keynote
speaker. Other presenters include Laura Bachmann, Cheryl
Meyer and Paul E. Cooney, the diocese’s canon to the ordinary.
For more information visit www.edow.org/parish/stewardship/
events.html

PARISH OFFICE: 202-363-8286



°The Power of
Workshop May 9 at St. Alban’s

“We want to change the mindset that leads to war”
— Presidential candidate Obama’s statement could
be a fitting motto for our workshop. Nonviolence
no longer applies to pacifists alone. The world is
complex and our responses need to reflect that.
However, Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Jr., and
Desmond Tutu contributed an understanding of the
enormous power of fighting evil, enemies, institu-
tions, nonviolently and effectively. These tech-
niques can be discussed and learned. They have al-
ready been applied successfully in social move-
ments. The media, used to the noise and drama of
violence, has been slow in reporting on them.

At the same time, as Christians know, there can be
no compartmentalization between personal and pub-
lic. Morality is indivisible. Our personal life must
reflect the commitment to a nonviolent, just life that
we advocate. Violence is a defense against fear; we
all practice it every day because this is the norm of
our society.

Our workshop addresses these questions. We can
learn to respect others and renounce the violence
that is inherent in all our relationships. “Violence is
emotional, verbal, physical, institutional, cultural,
social, structural conditions and/or acts that domi-
nate, dehumanize, diminish, destroy ourselves, oth-
ers, creation.”

St. Alban's provided a transformation grant for
training by the Fellowship of Reconciliation, the
oldest peace group in the country. We present the
workshop in two parts that really belong together
and we encourage all day attendance on Saturday,
May 9. Previous responses have been so positive
that we hope to present the material regularly.
Please call 202-364-0546 or e-mail me at olive-
branch@rcn.com if you want to register or ask
questions.

—Helma Lanyi
Episcopal Peace Fellowship DC

Nor

Faith in Action

There are lots of ways that communities of
faith can help bring healing and wholeness.
Many St. Albanites and their families have
been impacted by breast cancer, and some
parishioners are joining together for the
June 6 Race for the Cure.

If you are interested in being part of St.
Alban’s team of walkers, runners, or sleep-
ins (yes!) for the cure, go to
www.hationalraceforthecure.org, click on
Ways to Participate, click on Register, click
on Join a Team, then write “St. Alban’s” in
the field that appears. Jo Turner is the team

captain.

EVANGELISM

At 7 p.m. on May 7 (Thursday), the Rev.
Terry Martin, evangelism officer for the
Episcopal Church, will speak in Perry
Auditorium on the seventh floor of
Washington National Cathedral. The Rev.
Martin was formerly the proprietor of the
popular blog, Father Jake Stops the World,
and now keeps the blog Father T Listens to
the world [http://
fathertlistentotheworld.blogspot.com/]
which focuses on strategies for church
growth and evangelism. Admission is free.
Video of previous presentations in
evangelism series, by Very Rev. lan
Markham, dean of Virginia Theological
Seminary and the Rev. David Gortner,
director of the Doctorate of Ministry
program at VTS will be available soon at
edow.org.

PARISH WEBSITE: www.AlbansDC.org




BisHoOr JOHN T. WALKER

SCHOOL FOR BOYS

BOOK FAIR

Benefiting the Bishop Walker School

N

\ \S‘ \aﬁgﬁ\'*u

) a'!*l..; P
“Qsi- K NS

v .

& t _ -
SATURDAY, May 9 9 AM - 10 PM
POLITICS ano PROSE BOOKSTORE

5015 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW (at Nebraska Ave.)
FREE PARKING IN REAR; VAN NESS METRO

Please come support the school by purchasing books from its
“wish list,” and by purchasing for yourself, your family and friends!
20% of the day’s sales will be donated to the school.

For additional information, please call 202-299-6521

The Bishop John T, Walker School for Boys is a tuition-free private school for boys from low-income
families in Wards 7/8 of Washington, D.C. Named for John T. Walker, the first African American Bishop
of the Episcopal Diocese of Washington, the Bishop Walker School welcomes boys from all faith
traditions and strives to create an environment where every student receives the structured support
required to fully develop his unique gifts.

PARISH OFFICE: 202-363-8286



Annual Meeting

On May 3, 2009, at the St. Alban's Annual Meeting,
the election for vestry and diocesan delegates will be
held. Below are the candidates for these offices. At
the Annual Meeting four (4) vestry members will be
elected and three (3) diocesan delegates. The vestry
members will be elected for a full three year term. In
the case of the diocesan delegates, two will be elected
for full three year terms and one for a partial term of
two years. The person not elected for diocesan
delegate will serve as an alternate delegate.

These nominees were selected by the Nomination
Committee appointed at the February 17 vestry
meeting and were approved at the March 17 vestry
meeting. The Committee is composed of those
members leaving the vestry and of diocesan delegates
that choose not to run for a second term. This year the
nomination committee consisted of Marc Fetterman,
Kammie Hedges, Sam Lewis and Bob Woolfolk. By
choice no diocesan delegates were on the committee.
The Rector and the Wardens can appoint other
members to the committee, if desired. This was not
done this year.

The elections on May 3 will choose four new Vestry
members and three Diocesan Delegates. The
following Vestry members will continue in office:
Kate Bouve (Sr. Warden), Jim Sottile (Jr. Warden),
Christopher Holmes (Treasurer), Nathalie Bramson,
Bill Edgar, Andrea Farr, Chuck Holmes, Keith Jones,
Danette (Dani) Kauffman, Jennifer Thorson-Martin,
Eric Melby, and Joanne Brainard (WSA Board Rep).
Marc Fetterman, Kammie Hedges, Sam Lewis, and
Bob Woolfolk are completing their terms on the
Vestry.

Voting on May 3 will begin at 8 am and close when
the Annual Meeting begins. There will be no voting
while worship services are in progress.

Following is a list of the candidates for the May 3,
2009, St. Alban’s Vestry and Diocesan Delegate
election. This list was developed by the nomination
committee and approved by the Vestry.

Vestry Candidates (four to be elected)

Ruth Cline

Martha (Marcy) Fisher
Kim Hurst

Richard Parkins
Sherwood (Woody) Pierce
Ann Ramsey-Moor

James (Jim) Tate

Eve Zartman-Ball

Diocesan Delegates (three to be elected)

Michele Bond

Paul Brewster
Edmund (Ed) Frost
Amanda Hobart

Annual Report

(available at the Annual Meeting on May 3)

Each year St. Alban's produces a collection of
reports from various staff members and ministries
within our parish. This Annual Report affords all
parishioners an opportunity to gain a broad
perspective on the day-to-day past, present, and
future activities of their church. The list of reports
includes (among others):

the Rector's Report, the Associate Rector's Report,
the Senior Warden's Report, the Junior Warden's
Report, the Treasurer's Report, the Outreach
Commission Report, the Children's Ministries
Report, the Music Director's Report, the Verger's
Report, the Parish Administrator's Report, the
Stewardship Commission Report, the
Transformation Fund Report, and the Hospitality
Commission Report. Please avail yourself of this
opportunity to become better acquainted with these
important functions; we hope that, in turn, the
opportunity will present itself for each and every
one of you to inquire more deeply into and become
more involved in the ministries of St. Alban's.

PARISH WEBSITE: www.AlbansDC.org



Think Cll obally, I have just received a Transformation grant to

purchase books that provide extensive phonics
but Act Locally instruction for these at-risk learners, while at the

same time enabling them to have easy, successful,
hence enjoyable reading experiences. In my forty
years of experience teaching in the DC schools, |
have found these books "to work." They will be used
in the classroom to
supplement the official
program, as well as by tutors
working one-on-one with
some of the students.

by Elizabeth Desan
Applying this to our dysfunctional DC School
System, we can applaud

our mayor and school
chancellor for their

efforts to address the Di d
need for systemic
SR - Yo u And now, 1 would like to

but at the same time K invite you, parishioners of St.
- ; . ' Alban's, to join us in this last-
there are children in our n OW @ minute effort to save eighteen

local schools who need children. You wouldn't know

;?:Tgsirzlgh:er::?c\;\(js\,\tlme Evidence-based interventions can how to begin to teach them
as their pgrepsent needs igﬁ;k mFajor mprovements in edu. readin_g? e proble_m:_ these
are not being met, H:at ;.mor example, studies suggest materlals_ have a t_)unt-ln
: -on-one tutoring by quali- progression of skills. . .and the
N : fied tutors for at-risk readers in children are extremely

Such a situation exists grades 1-3 results in the average responsive to one-on-one
in the Anacostia school tutored student reading more profi. attention. It is a great joy to
where am part of an ciently than approximately 75 per. work with them. . .as well as
:['rl]’ ;I'ofc}_, Tutor" program E‘:cm of lthe; untutored students in with one another as we share

at offers one-on-one > control group., our teaching methods.

tutoring to beginning SO
ource: LLS, Depirtment of £

readers who are alread Implermenting re O Edducation, identifying and
y e g Edukationat Practices Supported by Rigorous We go to the school two

falling behind. A first- Evidence: A User-Friendly Guide, 2003
grade class lost its afternoons a week, Tuesday
teacher last October and Thursday, though even

' one afternoon would be
e e helpful. Transportation would

until late March. In the ) :
meantime, the students were “parked" in other be provided, from the Westchelster Apartments, just
down the street from St. Alban's.

classrooms. The result?

In testing them with vocabulary from the very | | Only a month and a half remains in this school
first book in their basic reading series, | year, but every minute counts in the life of a child.
discovered six students knowing fewer than ten | | If you can join in this effort, please call Elizabeth

words altogether, six scoring from 65 to 70% of | | Desan at 202-338-4929.
the words from this very beginning list, and only
six ready to go on to the next level book in the
series. Yet their new teacher has been instructed
to pick up the reading program mid-way in the
year, not at the beginning level, where most of
the students are.

PARISH OFFICE: 202-363-8286



will enable me to expand my ministry and provide
additional books to the children I currently serve
as well as to respond to the requests from three

Transformation Grant

By Charlotte Morris additional shelters that would like their children to
receive books and participate in Right to Read

The Transformation Trustees are pleased to events. Each time | visit a shelter, | am so happy

announce a $5,000 grant to Right to Read, Inc. to see the children select a book and write their

names in it. If | share the joy of reading with one
_ Proverbs 14:31 states that “to help the poor | | child, | believe that Right to Read has supported
is to honor God." For the past ten years, | have been | |jts mission. Thank you St. Alban’s for inspiring

involved in outreach ministries at St. Alban’s me to serve and honor God through this ministry.
serving people experiencing homelessness in

Washington, DC. Through the Grate Patrol program
and the Crossroads Shelter, | have found a greater

connection with God, and I believe that my personal

ministry is a way for me to honor God.
In the spring of 2008, | created Right to Cathedr al FIOWCI' Mart

Read, Inc., to share my love of reading with May 1-2

children experiencing homelessness in Washington,

D.C. The mission of Right to Read is to: (1) The National Cathedral Flower Mart is

advance literacy for homeless children and their Washington, DC's annual outdoor festival for
families by providing access to and ownership of garden enthusiasts and families. The Flower Mart
books; (2) create libraries in shelters serving features annuals, perennials, landscape exhibits,
children who are homeless; and (3) to build and Olmsted Woods and Garden Tours, and children's
promote public and private sector partnerships to activities such as a rock wall, moon bounce, mini-
assist children experiencing homelessness. Ferris wheel and a century-old restored carousel.

Right to Read recognizes the importance of Each year one of Washington’s embassies is
literacy for homeless youth. Research demonstrates | | honored. The 2009 event is a salute to the United

that ownership of books increases children’s Kingdom. The Flower Mart encircles Washington
motivation to read and the hours they spend National Cathedral with its tents and includes
reading. Statistics show that children from middle- | | more than 50 booths offering gardening items,
class families are read to 1700 hours by the time handbags, jewelry, and more. Food vendors will
they enter school, whereas children from low- be stationed throughout the grounds with fare

income families are read to only 25 hours. Research | |including Asian specialties, pizza, BBQ, Cajun
also indicates that 61% of low-income families have | | cuisine, lobster rolls, Italian sausage, fried

no children’s books. mushrooms and artichoke hearts. A tea room will

To begin to address these issues, Right to offer South African cuisine such as Bobotie and
Read has provided books to about 120 children, Yellow Rice, Red Chicken Curry and other native
ages 3 months to 18 years, who are living in dishes.

homeless shelters in Washington, DC. Each child
has the opportunity to select a book of his/her
choice and is provided with a bookplate that

Dates and Times: May 1, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
May 2, 10 am to 5 p.m.

identifies the book as the child’s very own from Location: On the grounds of Washington National
Right to Read. Cathedral, Wisconsin and Massachusetts
St. Alban’s has generously supported my Avenues, NW., Washington, DC.

ministry through individual donations of books and | | Admission: FREE
through the encouragement to apply for grants from
WSA and the Transformation Fund. These funds

PARISH WEBSITE: www.AlbansDC.org



Forum Reports

by Ann and Andrew Ramsey-Moor, Co-Chairs,
St. Alban's Sunday Forum Committee

Five inspired presentations, many remarkable
stories

Our Lenten Forum series, "Saints: A Call to
Engagement,” proved to be a remarkable learning
experience for those who attended the sessions,
which took place on the five Sundays in March. The
Sunday Forum Committee deserves major credit for
proposing the theme, lining up the speakers, and
planning the programs; however, it was our
presenters who took the series to the next level.

Some interesting connections among speakers and
their subjects became apparent along the way.
Reverend Fred Taylor of For Love of Children and
Bishop Jane Holmes Dixon not only knew one
another well, but had been honored as
Washingtonians of the Year in 2001. Verna Dozier
had been a member of Gordon Cosby's Church of
the Saviour before becoming an Episcopalian. And
we could not have anticipated how warmly
Washingtonians from beyond St. Alban's would
welcome Ruby Sales and Sister Mary Eileen
McNamara, our respective presenters on saints
Jonathan Daniels and Teresa of Avila. (Both had
roots in D.C.)

But of even greater note was the degree to which
our speakers -- a Baptist, three Episcopalians, and a
Roman Catholic -- agreed on what it means to be a
saint. Fred Taylor, who did the presentation on
Gordon Cosby, and Wayne Floyd, who put together
the program on Dietrich Bonhoeffer, independently
described their subjects as "reluctant saints.” Ruby
Sales stressed the importance of being "on the
road," like Jesus -- active, engaged, and challenging
the status quo. Mary Eileen McNamara offered that
saints are, in the end, "just ordinary people like you
and me" who follow God's leading in an
extraordinary way.

Whether or not you came to these sessions, please
take time to read and reflect on all that we can learn
from the lives of our five saints and their five
gracious presenters, each of whom went to great
lengths to help make our journeys as Christian

disciples more courageous and authentic.

We want to take this occasion to remember again
our beloved sister Diana Smith, who served
faithfully and long on the Sunday Forum
Committee and contributed much to it. She also
had a clear take on the meaning of sainthood. In a
sermon for the Feast of All Saints in 2006, she
commented: "I think the Celtic branch of
Christianity has it right: persons considered to be
holy and loved by the community are deemed to
be saints."* Diana would have enjoyed hearing all
of our Lenten Forum speakers, but was too weak
to attend any of the sessions. As many of you
know, she died of cancer in the middle of the
series. Yet her illness didn't keep her from
showing up, just before Christmas, to introduce
Roger Ferlo, the final speaker in our Advent
Forum series. That introduction, delivered with
characteristic verve, wit, and grace, will long
remain in memory. To borrow a line from one of
Diana's favorite hymns, "Come, Labor On":
"Servant, well done."

*From Diana's A Spiritual Miscellany:Tuesday
Morning Homilies at St. Alban's Church (Posterity
Press, 2009), p. 6.

"Gordon Cosby: Catalyst of
Radical Discipleship" (March 1)

Fred Taylor of For Love of Children began our
Lenten Forum series with a program on living
saint and Church of the Saviour founder, Gordon
Cosby. A friend and coworker of Cosby's for
many years, Taylor noted at the outset that
"Gordon would object to being called a saint,
because we tend to put saints on a pedestal.” He
thought a better designation for Cosby was
"catalyst," because he became a recognized agent
of change in the church. That change, in turn, had
to do with a focus on radical discipleship, based
on the understanding that "God was massively
present in Jesus, and Jesus is massively present in
the church.”

The foundation for Cosby's pace-setting ministry
was laid mostly during his service as a World War
Il chaplain. In that arena, he came to see that the

PARISH OFFICE: 202-363-8286



most needful thing was "not to baptize as many people
as possible, but to prepare people to both live and die."
After the war, Cosby and his wife, Mary, started a new
congregation in Washington, D.C., thinking it would be
a good location for an expression of church that was
defined as racially inclusive. The membership was at
first quite small and mostly composed of apartment
dwellers who lived in DuPont Circle.

From a teaching standpoint, Cosby's ministry had three
emphases. He first tried to "ground people in a real
adult theological understanding of the faith, in the
context of a culturally captive church.” He then taught
them how to pray, "so they would be self-starters."
Finally, he taught them how to deal with money
(stewardship). The first ten weeks of the twelve-week
course on money management focused on Swiss
psychiatrist Paul Tournier's book The Meaning of
Persons. Only in the last two weeks was the focus on
money itself.

Overall, Church of the Saviour stressed the importance
of both the inward and outward journeys in the
Christian life. The two were considered not only vital,
but inseparable.

The ministries for which Church of the Saviour is best
known -- Potter's House (coffeehouse), For Love of
Children, Jubilee Housing, Jubilee Jobs, Christ House,
and more -- came about as members recognized that if
Jesus is massively present in the church, that presence
must be extended into the world. According to Taylor,
"the whole environment encouraged people to take a
chance, make a difference, by showing that our God is
a God of Resurrection."

Cosby had many speaking invitations over the years.
However, he much preferred sitting down at a
coffeehouse and talking with people, one on one, to
getting on a plane and going off to address a crowd.
Now 92, he retired from weekly preaching in 1991. Yet
his vision for new churches -- self supporting, and not
part of a bureaucracy -- has resulted in about ten
expressions of Church of the Saviour in and around the
D.C. area. Says Taylor: "You never know when your
vision is something that someone else is just waiting
for. When you step out in faith, others can then join
you."

-- Ann Ramsey-Moor

"Verna Dozier: Preacher,
Teacher, Prophet" (March 8)

Bishop Jane Holmes Dixon, a figure well
known to St. Albanites, joined us at our second
program to pay tribute to her longtime mentor
and friend -- influential theologian, lay
minister, and Christian educator Verna Dozier.
Dixon, who was Suffragan Bishop for the
Diocese of Washington from 1992 to 2000 and
Bishop pro tempore through mid-2002, first
met Dozier in the 1970s when the two were
part of a group formed to address problems
with Christian education in the Diocese.

Dozier, a native Washingtonian, had a devout
Baptist mother and an intellectually curious,
skeptic father and embodied the best aspects of
both. Books were integral to her life from an
early age. After graduating two years early
from Dunbar High School, she earned her B.A.
from Howard University in 1937. She received
her M.A. in English, also from Howard, in
1938. Dozier taught English literature and
served as an administrator in the D.C. school
system before taking early retirement in 1975
to begin a second career in the church.

A remarkably down-to-earth saint who
“confronted three of the church’s greatest sins:
racism, sexism, and clericalism," Dozier felt
strongly that the laity should work to change
the world. She criticized the church’s attitude,
saying that we are not to be “the people of the
institution,” but agents of change in society.
Dozier decried the church's tendency to “love
justice and do mercy.” Instead, like the
Prophet Micah, she believed in doing justice
and loving mercy.

Dozier took everyone seriously. When leading
discussions, she would write participants’
words on the board exactly as they spoke
them, without editing. Dixon also recalled
Dozier’s admiration of a municipal garbage
collector’s artful and considerate manner of
picking up the city’s detritus. Dozier praised
the way in which “he doesn’t leave trash
behind and maneuvers his truck with skill.”

PARISH WEBSITE: www.AlbansDC.org



While always respectful, Dozier warned against
taking oneself or one’s ministry too seriously. In
particular, she denounced the clerical error of making
an idol out of ordained ministry. One of her favorite
sayings, noteworthy for both wit and sagacity, was,
“A collar around the neck can cut off circulation.”

Dozier’s Theology of Ambiguity frowned on
churches that claim to know the exact nature of God’s
will for us. She referred to this stance as idolatry and
as a breach of the First Commandment. The quest for
proof of God's call runs counter to Dozier’s concept
of religion, which she defined as a faith statement.
But faith must be translated into action. Dixon
discussed Dozier’s perception of biblical mercy,
wherein God does “a new thing in the world” through
amazing grace. As faithful people, said Dixon, we
must live God’s mercy “every day of our life.” This
call to active sainthood is universal. It applies to each
of us, since, as part of the fallen humanity Christ died
to save, we are all saints.

-- Christine Oblitas

"Jonathan Daniels: Martyr in the
Cause of Social Justice" (March 15)

Not many who attended the third program in our
series knew much about Jonathan Daniels, the
Episcopal Church's most recently recognized saint.
We could not have asked for a better witness to
Daniels's ministry and the special honor he is now
accorded than Ruby Sales, whose life he saved in his
martyrdom as a civil rights worker in Lowndes
County, Alabama, on August 20, 1965.

Sales recounted a gripping tale of how she, a black
teenager from Alabama, first encountered Daniels, a
26-year-old seminarian from Episcopal Divinity
School in Massachusetts. Their unlikely association
would never have occurred had not Daniels been "on
the road" -- a Christian pilgrim who worked, as Jesus
did, as "part of a community struggling for freedom."

The two and several colleagues were arrested that
August 14 while trying to register African-Americans
to vote. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 had been
signed by President Johnson just eight days earlier;

and the efforts of Daniels, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and thousands of others in Selma and elsewhere
that spring played a major role in the act's final
passage.

Those arrested suffered humiliation and
imprisonment under barbaric conditions for six
days before being released, without explanation,
in a remote area. It was a very hot summer day.
When they tried to buy cold drinks at a store, they
were greeted by a deputy sheriff who aimed his
shotgun at Sales. Daniels stepped in front of Sales
and was killed instantly by a shotgun blast. A
Catholic priest who was with them was gravely
wounded, but survived. The deputy was quickly
acquitted by an all-white jury in a trial two months
later.

"Jonathan's story, and that of all saints, is a
community story," said Sales. The civil rights
movement, in her view, succeeded in its long
struggle against bigotry, violence, and inequality
because "we were blessed by ordinary people
doing extraordinary things." Those everyday
efforts included things like standing against
unnecessary hysterectomies among black women
in Alabama and taking black people into the
Episcopal Church in Selma.

This story does not end with the martyrdom of
Daniels, who was made an official saint of the
Episcopal Church in 1991. Some time later, after
years as a college professor, Sales ended up
following her friend and enrolling at Episcopal
Divinity School. While she gave some thought to
ordination, she ultimately decided that she "never
wanted to love the collar more than a call." She
went on to found the Spirit House ministry and
work amidst those suffering from "extreme
poverty" -- first in D.C. and then in the rural
South. Sales cautioned her audience to be ever
vigilant, as reactionary elements in the South still
seek to support white supremacy.

Interest in Daniels's life continues unabated. At
least two biographies have been written, one of
which sold briskly at the Forum Committee's book
table. In the last decade, PBS featured a
documentary on Daniels's life; and last year, a
play about his story was premiered in multiple
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performances in his home town of Keene, New
Hampshire. Those wishing to know more would find
the website www.jonathandaniels.org a good place to
start.

-- Andrew Ramsey-Moor

"Dietrich Bonhoeffer:
Voice of Conscience" (March 22)

“To love one’s enemies is to be perfect, as God is
perfect.” These are the words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
the Reluctant Saint, who in 1937 was living a call to
discipleship at a time when the world was becoming
aware of the specter of Nazism. He pondered and
wrote about what the call to adhere to the words of
Jesus can mean when there is evidence that horror
exists.

Bonhoeffer's life and message were the focus of our
fourth Lenten Forum, led by Wayne Floyd, Education
Program Director of the Alban Institute. Floyd, a
church historian and a former director of the
Cathedral College of Preachers, introduced
Bonhoeffer as one of the most extraordinary of
church figures.

Born in 1906 in Breslau, Germany, Bonhoeffer was a
pastor, theologian, and writer, and became a major
proponent of the Confessing Church. He received his
doctorate in theology at the age of 21, but was still
too young to be ordained. He thus went to the United
States in 1930, on a postgraduate study and teaching
fellowship, to Union Theological Seminary, where he
studied under Reinhold Niebuhr. He also met Frank
Fisher, an African-American seminarian who
introduced him to the Abyssinian Baptist Church in
Harlem. Bonhoeffer taught a Sunday school class at
the church and, while there, acquired a lifelong love
of African-American spirituals. He also noted that
members of the congregation came to church because
they wanted to and left feeling that they could change
the world.

Bonhoeffer went back to Germany and was ordained
in 1931. When the Nazis came to power in January of
1933, he immediately found himself at odds with the
new regime, the more so when he began teaching
Christian noncooperation with the totalitarian

government. Disheartened by the German church's
failure to respond adequately to Nazism, he
quickly accepted the opportunity to pastor two
German-speaking churches in London, where he
spent two years. Floyd spent some time detailing
Bonhoeffer's time in London, about which many
in the audience had not previously known.

He returned to Germany in 1935, where he did
battle with the regime, which did its best to
muzzle him over the next several years. By 1939,
the Gestapo had virtually silenced him; and in
June of that year, friends sent him to the United
States to teach at Union Theological Seminary.
But he stayed less than two months, saying that
his return to America had been a mistake.
Bonhoeffer left to rejoin his “suffering people.”
As he wrote to Reinhold Niebuhr: “I have no right
to participate in the reconstruction of Christian life
in Germany after the war if | do not share the
trials of this time with my people.”

In the years ahead, he became deeply involved
with the German Resistance movement and joined
a secret group of high-ranking military officers in
the Abwehr (Military Intelligence Office), who
planned to end the National Socialist regime by
killing Hitler. After an abortive attempt on Hitler’s
life, Bonhoeffer was arrested and hanged at
Flossenblirg concentration camp on April 9, 1945.

Floyd emphasized that Bonhoeffer was reluctant
to be regarded as a saintly figure. He wanted
people to focus on what he was trying to do in his
struggle to save his country and the world from
Fascism. Bonhoeffer taught that a Christian
should be broadly “religious” and fully involved
in the world.

-- Edward Hayes

"Teresa of Avila: Prayer-Centered

Reformer' (March 29)

The final saint in our Lenten series was a 16th-
century mystic, church reformer, and teacher of
inner prayer life: Teresa of Avila. We were
privileged to have Sister Mary Eileen McNamara,
a member of the Baltimore Carmelites, as our
guide. Sister Mary Eileen has been a longtime
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student of St. Teresa, and shared a wealth of
material with us.

Perhaps the core of St. Teresa’s being was her
deep and constant prayer life. The story of the
Samaritan woman at the well, where Jesus
promised living water that would become a
spring of water within us, was important to her.
She also quoted Jesus's saying: "If you open the
door, I will come in and eat and drink with you."
Teresa engaged in an all-consuming discipline
of prayer that made her constantly aware of the
presence of Jesus, and sometimes led to
trancelike ecstasies in which she was suffused
with pain and joy and felt herself to be totally
one with Jesus. Sometimes during these
moments she was reported to have experienced
miraculous things, such as levitating into the air.
This resulted in veneration, but also suspicion.
Several times she was examined by the
Inquisition and accused of being an instrument
of the devil. In each case, she was ultimately
exonerated.

Teresa used two famous metaphors for the
deepening stages of prayer life. If prayer is an
interior garden, in the first stage the garden is
hand-watered by bringing individual buckets of
water. After a time, one develops greater facility
in meditation, as though the garden were now
watered more steadily by a water wheel. In the
third stage, there develops a constant interior
presence of Jesus: the garden is now watered by
irrigation. In the fourth stage, it is as though the
garden were nourished by constant, abundant

rain. The innermost reaches of self are now filled with
grace and consolation. Teresa also likened levels of
meditation to a castle, with seven layers between the
exterior walls and the innermost place where God
alone dwells.

St. Teresa’s life was full of paradoxes. She was a nun;
prayer-centered; a mystic. Yet she wrote many books;
founded fourteen Carmelite monasteries of which she
was the director; attacked some of the corrupt
practices of the church; and was a significant
reformer of monastic life. She was sickly and had
several prolonged illnesses, including one in which
she was mistakenly pronounced dead. Yet she rode on
horseback or traveled on foot across Spain to visit the
monasteries she had founded. She raised funds to
support these monasteries, and she managed with
tight budgeting and with sacrifice and asceticism.
Teresa lived from 1515 to 1582, and made lasting
contributions to church life and to our understanding
of prayer.

Perhaps a fitting summation is a prayer she left:

Let nothing trouble you.

Let nothing make you afraid.
All things pass away.

God never changes.
Patience obtains everything.
God alone suffices.

-- Gordon B. Avery

Submit articles for the Chronicle to: EricG@st-albans-parish.org

Articles for the June 2009 Chronicle must be received by May 15, 2009

Articles for the July 2009 Chronicle must be received by June 15, 2009
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