
 

St. Albanõs Episcopal Church 
3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20016 

December 2009 

St. Albanõs 

SAVE A TREE! 

The St. Albanôs Chronicle is now available on our website BEFORE the printed copy reaches your 

doorstep. If you would like to be taken off of the ñsnail mailò list and access the Chronicle each month 

on-line instead (in living color!), please e-mail the Office at ericg@st-albans-parish.org to be removed. 

A Report from the Senior Warden  
 

It goes without saying:  This fall has been a very busy, exciting time at St. Albanôs! 
 

We ordained Jered Weber-Johnson as a priest on November 3rd in a joyful, stirring, spirit-

filled ceremony.  Bishop Greg Rickel from the diocese of Olympia, Washington, Jeredôs home 

diocese, was the celebrant.  One of Jeredôs mentors, the Rev. Dr. Stuart Hoke, gave a rousing 

sermon.  The service was following by a beautiful reception that included fabulous food, flowers, 

family, friends, and cake!  The room brimmed with good will and congratulations for Jered, Erin, 

and baby Jude. 
 

We carried out our fourth parish planning workshop on October 23-24.  With our facilitator 

Royster Hedgepeth, we checked our progress on action items identified at earlier workshops, 

clarified goals and developed indicators of success, identified action items for the working groups 

for the next 90 -120 days, tackled the matter of the Satterlee Hall renovation,  and described the 

characteristics of a good interim rector. 
 

Calling an interim rector:  that is the key task right now for me and Junior Warden, Jim 

Sottile.  Our search got off to a good start because of the fine work done at the planning workshop 

on transitions and interims.  The identified criteria for success at the end of an interim rectorôs 

service were:  financial health and stability, stable/growing attendance, a strong pastoral presence, 

and robust parish ministries.  An interim rector who can help the parish achieve these outcomes 

would be a good preacher and educator, a strong former urban rector with experience in a large 

parish, and a good administrator.  He or she would have strong interpersonal communications/

pastoral skills, have faith and be able to communicate it, and be highly spiritual and charismatic.  I 

presented this information to Mary Sulerud, the Canon for Deployment at Church House and told 

her this is what weôre looking for in an interim.  Mary was pleased to receive such clear signals 

about our wishes.  She has suggested candidates for us to consider, and gathered information about 

other candidates that were suggested by parishioners.  Jim and I have been busy absorbing all this 

information.  In the coming weeks, we hope to recommend s candidate to the Vestry which is 

responsible for calling the interim.  Stay tuned! 
 

Kate Bouvé, Senior Warden 



 

We welcome the  

faithful, the seeker,  

and the doubter,  

clo Dla¥p bj_o^`b fp 

tfab ^ka Dla¥p  

Good News is for all. 
WORSHIP AND PRAYER  

SCHEDULE AT ST. ALBANôS 

8:00 améééé..Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:15 améééé.Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:15 amééééHoly Eucharist, Rite I 

5:00 pmééééé....Spanish Eucharist 

5:30 pméééé.Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 MONDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer 

 TUESDAY 

7:30 amééééééé Holy Eucharist 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer 

 WEDNESDAY 

12:05 pmééééé. Healing Eucharist 

 THURSDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer  

 FRIDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer  

CLERGY  

The Reverend Scott A. Benhase, Rector 

The Reverend Timothy A. Boggs, Associate Rector 

The Reverend Jered Weber-Johnson, Assistant Rector for 

     Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

The Reverend Harriette H. Sturges, Deacon,  

     Coordinator of Childrenôs Ministries 

The Reverend Simón Bautista, Diocesan Latino Missioner 

The Reverend Loren B. Mead, Priest Associate 

 

EPISCOPAL CAMPUS MINISTRIES 

Carolyn Seaton, Chaplain, American University 

 

PARISH STAFF 

Eric Gustafson, Director of Parish Administration 

Ron Hicks, Parish Verger  

Doug Dykstra, Director of Finance 

Sonya Subbayya Sutton, Director of Music  

Dr. Norman Scribner, Director of Music Emeritus 

Ashley Allen, Parish Secretary 

Angela Butler, Music Intern 

  

VESTRY OFFICERS 

Kate Bouvé, Senior Warden; Jim Sottile, Junior Warden; 

Jim Tate, Secretary ; Christopher Holmes, Treasurer 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

Nathalie Bramson; Ruth Cline; Bill Edgar; Andrea Farr; 
Chuck Holmes; Keith Jones; Danette (Dani) Kauffman; 

Jennifer Thorson Martin; Eric Melby; Richard Parkins; 

Ann Ramsey-Moor; Eve Zartman-Ball;  

Joanne Brainard, WSA Board Representative 

 

ST. ALBAN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016 

Tel.: 202-363-8286 Fax: 202-363-6828 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

 Web site: www.st-albans-parish.org 

PARISH OFFICE:  202-363-8286 

Farewell Dinner for Scott  
 

A Farewell Dinner is being planned for Scott on Friday, 

December 18, at 6 pm. It will be a potluck, but sliced honey-

baked ham and some chicken dish will be provided. 

Parishioners are asked to bring salads, side dishes and 

beverages (especially sparkling cider) and some desserts--only 

a few, as a special cake will also be ordered. The dinner will 

take place in Nourse Hall. 
 

The electricity is being shut down for maintenance on the Close 

that evening from 7-9, but we are advised that this will not 

affect our building. However, it may affect the garage (more 

later if we can get more definitive info). But with the garage, if 

you come at 6 or a bit earlier and plan to leave after 9, garage 

parking should be fine. 
 

Andrea Farr is coordinating a gift for Scott. Those who wish to 

contribute to this or to assist in the arrangements, please contact 

her at afrfarr@hotmail.com. 
 

Nathalie Bramson is coordinating food; please contact her at 

nathaliehb@mac.com if you can:  
 

1) bring a dish -- please indicate what, 2) help set up, and/or  

3) help clean up.  
 

If you can also indicate how many from your family plan to 

come, that would help with food planning. We will try to keep 

an approximate list of who has committed to bring what, so that 

others who follow can know what is already in the works.  Gifts 

and contributions for Scott's dinner are NOT tax-deductible 

offerings to St. Alban's Parish. 
 

Thank you! It should be a good evening of fellowship and 

Godspeed to Scott. 

 

--Nathalie Bramson 

mailto:afrfarr@hotmail.com
mailto:nathaliehb@mac.com


 

Our Stephen Ministers 
are  

Ready to Care for You   

 
The joy of Christmas can turn into a time of 

painful loneliness and emptiness for those 

who have suffered a loss or who are going 

through a difficult time. But help is available. 

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide 

confidential, one-to-one, Christian care. They 

will listen, care, encourage, pray with and for 

you, and support you through the holidays 

and as long as your need persists.   

 

If you find yourself going through a difficult 

period in your life and want to explore the 

possibility of having a Stephen Minister walk 

along with you, please contact one of the 

Stephen Ministry Leaders:  

 

Dee Dykstra at 703-971-5795,  

Ada Kugajevsky at 202-333-2631, 

Dick Parkins at 202-244-3798,  

or one of the clergy. 

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.AlbansDC.org  

Christmas Liturgical 
Calendar 

 

Christmas EveðDecember 24 
 

 4 p.m.  - Holy Eucharist in the 

Little Sanctuary of St Albans 

School 

 4 p.m.  - Holy Eucharist and 

Christmas Pageant at St. Albanôs 

Parish. (note: earlier time) 

7:30 p.m. - Vivaldiôs ñGloriaò 

 8 p.m. - Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 

10:30 p.m. - Bachôs  

      ñChristmas Oratorioò 

 11 p.m.  - Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 

 

Christmas DayðDecember 25 
 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

      (Rite II) 
 

1st Sunday after Christmas Day 
 

December 27  - Regular Sunday 

Schedule 
 

2nd Sunday after Christmas Day 
 

January 3 - Regular Sunday 

Schedule 
 

The Feast of the EpiphanyðJanuary 6 
 

Holy Eucharist at 7 p.m.  - We 

will include our Spanish 

language congregation to 

celebrate their important Tres 
Reyes or Three Kings. 

Christmas Dinner  
at  

St. Alban½s 
 

If you are interested in participating, 

coordinating, or volunteering for the 

event, please contact the Rev. Jered 

Weber-Johnson at 202.363.8286 or 

jeredw@st-albans-parish.org. 

 

mailto:jeredw@st-albans-parish.org


 

Children½s Ministries 
Corner  

 

Butterflies are more than a symbol of the 

Resurrection. 

 
They are part of Godôs creation and one of the 

most beautiful parts at that. St. Albanôs is 

committed to supporting all of us in our 

baptismal relationship with God and each 

other. Part of this involves the prayer found at 

the top of page 308 in our prayer book: Give 

us an inquiring and discerning heart, the 

courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to 

know and love you, and the gift of joy and 

wonder in all your works. 

 

Therefore, St. Albanôs is participating in a 

Monarch Butterfly Research Project along 

with our Saint Albanôs Early Childhood 

Center. They even have a group called the 

Butterflies. 

 

Monarch caterpillars have been sent into 

space on the Shuttle Atlantis, which launched 

on November 16th. It carried three 4th instar 

monarch caterpillars in a small rearing 

chamber which serves as an incubator. Will 

weightlessness affect the development? 

Schools and individuals around the eastern 

part of the US have been invited to participate 

in growing butterflies to compare to those in 

space. How did we know about this? Our own 

scientist Jim Tate let us in on it. 

 

For more information and details, go to 

www.monarchwatch.org/space/ and join us in 

the gift of joy and wonder in all Godôs works. 

If you want to see our ñspace stationò, contact 

Harriette- hsturges@st-albans-parish.org. 

PARISH OFFICE:  202-363-8286 

Scottôs Consecration as 

10th Bishop of Georgia 

 

 

 
 

 

A number of parishioners have asked 

about Scottòs consecration as 10th Bishop 

of Georgia in terms of  travel, lodging and 

timing. Here is what we know. The 

Consecration will be on Saturday, January 

23, at 11 a.m. at the Savannah 

International Trade and Convention 

Center (www.savtcc.com), 1 International 

Dr., Savannah, GA 31421, (912) 447-

4000. No tickets are necessary since the 

center is huge. A reception follows. 

 

Rooms have been blocked at a special 

price for out of town guests at the:  
 

Hilton DeSoto  

15 East Liberty Street,  

Savannah, Georgia, 31401  

(912) 232-9000.  

http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/

SAVDHHF-Hilton-Savannah-DeSoto-

Georgia/index.do 
 

When making reservations, please 

indicate you are coming for the bishop 

consecration. 

 

Friday night there will be a low country 

boil and concert by Claire Holley 

(www.claireholley.com) at the Hilton, to 

which everyone is invited.  

http://www.monarchwatch.org/space/
mailto:hsturges@st-albans-parish.org
http://www.savtcc.com
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/SAVDHHF-Hilton-Savannah-DeSoto-Georgia/index.do
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/SAVDHHF-Hilton-Savannah-DeSoto-Georgia/index.do
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/SAVDHHF-Hilton-Savannah-DeSoto-Georgia/index.do
http://www.claireholley.com


 

St. Nicolas 
 by Benjamin Britten 

 
 

Presented by the choirs of St. Albanôs Parish, 
Sonya Subbayya Sutton, Director and Stage Direction by Joan Phalen 

 

with Richard Turner as Nicolas 

 

Sunday, December 6   4:00pm  
 
Brittenôs 1948 cantata, ñSt Nicolasò, presents legendary incidents in the life of Nicholas, patron 

saint of children, seamen, and travelers.  The congregation joins in the singing  
at climactic moments.  A perfect way to begin your Advent journey. 

 
Tickets are $10, available online at www.albansdc.org or by calling the church office at  

202-363-8286.  Children 12 and under are free 
 

Following the concert there will be a reception and wreath-making party in Satterlee Hall, and St. 
Nicholas himself will make an appearance.  If you would like to make a wreath please call the 
church office and order a kit from the Flower Guild, which will include everything you need.   

Cost for those is $25.  

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.AlbansDC.org  

http://www.albansdc.org/


 

PARISH OFFICE:  202-363-8286 

WHAT½S THIS INTERIM 
STUFF ALL ABOUT? 

 

By Rev. Loren B. Mead 

 

Word got around fast when Scott was elected 

Bishop of Georgia. ñScottôs leaving! Whatôs 

next?  Why is he leaving?  What happens to 

us?  Why is the bishop sticking his oar into 

this?ò Some may remember those were the 

same questions that were asked at St. 

Albanôs five years ago; and twenty-five 

years ago when Ted Eastman was elected 

Bishop of Maryland; and, thirty-five years 

ago when Felix Kloman left.  It happens.   

 

William Bridges (Google him!), a well-

known organization consultant, has written 

many books about transitions and how 

organizations and individuals deal with it. In 

churches, we have a special kind of 

organization with special stresses when 

leadership changes. Our parishes are not just 

organizations. They have overlays of 

tradition and meaning that are not quite the 

same, say, as a local Pizza Hut 

Restaurant.  Both are organizations, but there 

are also differences.  Both undergo change, 

but there are differences.  The major 

business of a parish has to do with helping 

people relate to God and each other, and to 

engage them in activities, collectively and 

individually, that we call ministry.   

 

Churches designate specially trained people 

to be leaders they call priests or pastors. That 

work can make deep personal and emotional 

connections between those leaders and the 

people in congregations.  When one leaves, 

people feel a sense of loss. Some people feel 

it acutely, because of the depth of 

relationship they found in that leader.  For 

some, there is an acute sense of anxiety 

about the future.  When Pizza Hut managers 

change, nobody cares much as long as the pizza 

doesnôt! Bridges reminds us that our anxiety 

about transition is not unique. Everybody is 

thrown off stride by transition; but we have 

found that transition of a pastor touches deep 

feelings, many of which we are not even 

aware.  Itôs like other transitions, but there are 

other dynamics involved. 

 

Through history churches came to identify the 

church with the PERSON who was in 

leadership. The ministry of the CHURCH often 

got focused in the person of the leader:  the 

pastor came to BE the ministry, at least 

emotionally.  Ordinary members came to feel 

that the ministry that belonged to everybody 

had been out-sourced to the pastor. In those 

days, when a pastor left a congregation we even 

talked about the parish as a ñvacant parish.ò It 

was bad theology and bad organizational 

dynamics. We wiped out the idea of the ministry 

of the laity completely! In more recent years 

weôve begun saying it better. We talk about the 

parish going through an ñinterim 

period.ò  Those words are saying we know the 

ministry is what goes on all the time through all 

the people, but that for a time we are 

undergoing a change of the clergy leader. Our 

language is a bit better, but our emotions donôt 

always get as clear. 

 

My sense from the beginning was that there 

were three types of congregations that really 

needed the services of an interim pastor:  

Congregations after a long pastorate;  

Congregations having just gone through a 

particularly conflicted period; and, 

Congregations that were large and complex, 

with multiple clergy on staff.   

 

We also learned some recurring truths, like:  

If a pre-transition conflict wasnôt worked 

through, then the next pastor would most 



 

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.AlbansDC.org  

Waltz in the New Year  
Saturday, January 2, 2010  

 

7:00-10:00 pm,  

Trenbath Assembly in Satterlee Hall 
 

Tickets are $25/person*, available online at 

http://www.st-albans-parish.org/

worship_music/waltzing.html  or by 

calling the office at 202-363-8286 

 

Dessert and champagne 

The evening begins with a lesson and 

demonstration provided by instructors from 

Bethesda's Dushor Dance Studio. 

 
  

*funds raised will be used in support of the 

choir's pilgrimage to Austria and Prague 

in June 

likely get caught up in its dynamics;  

If factions went into a transition dead set 

against a particular candidate, then a true 

call from the whole congregation was 

difficult; and,  

If a member of the previous pastorôs staff 

was appointed to be the interim, then it 

was hard for the congregation to make a 

transition.  

 

We also learned that there were basic tasks that 

needed attention during an interim. We came to 

call them the ñdevelopmental tasksò of the 

interim period.  They are:  

Helping the congregation come to terms 

with its past; 

Investigating and defining a new identity, 

separate from the previous pastor;  

Making space for lay leadership changes, 

allowing some to take needed sabbaticals 

from leadership and encouraging new 

people to step forward;  

Rediscovering the connections to their 

bishop; 

      Making a new corporate commitment to a  

          direction and a pastor 

 

I continue to enjoy being a part of a remarkable 

ministry at St. Alban's Parish.  I recognize that 

there will be extra pressures of all kinds that 

our staff will be working under during the 

interim, but I also expect to continue growing 

under their leadership.  From top to bottom 

they are excellent.  Even if overloaded! Iôm 

looking forward to our wardens and vestry 

bringing us an interim rector who will help us 

all grow toward a better ministry and our next 

phase of life. 

 

Iôm appreciative of the Bishopôs role so far. 

Heôs been willing to show us tough love when 

we might have wanted more love and less 

tough. Weôre going to need more from him as 

we go through this interim. Our ministry needs 

structures that hold us accountable.  Just as 

we, individually, need a parish that 

strengthens each of us in our individual 

ministries, even at times when it has to say 

tough things to us.  I hope this interim period 

will help us toward greater accountability in 

ministry, and I hope we can also explore not 

only how we can be accountable to the 

bishop, but how he can be accountable to us. 

 

 
 

http://www.st-albans-parish.org/worship_music/waltzing.html
http://www.st-albans-parish.org/worship_music/waltzing.html
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PARISH OPERATING 
FINANCES THROUGH 

OCTOBER 
 

The chart appearing on the opposite page 

provides a quick summary of the parishôs 2009 

operating finances through October 31st.  With 

the first ten months of the year completed, 

income is running above budget by 0.1% while 

expenses are over budget by 0.2%.  Through 

the end of October, the parishôs operating 

budget continues in good shape with a slight 

negative year-to-date variance of $709.        

 

This small and very manageable deficit 

occurred because October pledge income was 

sharply lower than anticipated.  Total income 

for the month was $76,684 versus a budget of 

$104,672.  Pledge payments totaled $59,714 in 

October, which was lower than the $97,153 

that was budgeted for the month.  Plate 

collections and other contributions exceeded 

budget in October.  Expenses for the month 

were under budget by $21,054.     

 

Thank you to everyone who has made 

contributions to the parish during the first ten 

months of the year.  If you are behind in your 

2009 pledge, now is the time to catch up.  

Please ensure that your payment is in the 

parish office by December 30th.  If you have 

questions about any financial-related matter, 

including 2010 pledging, matching gifts, 

foundation grants, gift transfers of securities 

and bequests to the parish, please contact Doug 

Dykstra, Director of Finance, at 202.363.8286, 

ext. 209 or email at DougD@st-albans-

parish.org.         

 
 
 

AN IMPORTANT 
NOTE ABOUT  
END-OF-YEAR 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

As we approach the end of 2009, 

please note that all contributions to 

the parish, including pledge 

payments, that are to be posted in 

calendar year 2009 must be received 

at the church office no later than 

4:30 p.m. on December 30, 2009.  

The church office will be closed on 

December 31st for the New Yearôs 

holiday.  In compliance with 

Internal Revenue Service 

regulations and consistent with the 

parishôs auditing firmôs standards, 

contributions and pledge payments 

received after December 30th will be 

posted in 2010.   

mailto:DougD@st-albans-parish.org
mailto:DougD@st-albans-parish.org
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