A Report from the Senior Warden

It goes without saying: This fall has

We ordained Jered Web&ohnson as a priest on Novemb@iir8a joyful, stirring, spirit
filled ceremony. Bi shop Greg Rickel from

di oces e, was the cel ebrant. One of Jer ed

sermon. The service was following by a beautiful reception that included fabulous food, flov
family, friends, and cake! The room brimmed with good will and congratulations for Jered, E
and baby Jude.

We carried out our fourth parish planning workshop on Octob&423With our facilitator
Royster Hedgepeth, we checked our progress on action items identified at earlier workshop
clarified goals and developed indicators of success, identified action items for the working g
for the next 90120 days, tackled the matter of the Satterlee Hall renovation, and described
characteristics of a good interim rector.

Calling an interim rector: that is the key task right now for me and Junior Warden, Jim|

Sottile. Our search got off to a good start because of the fine work done at the planning wo

service were: financial health and stability, stable/growing attendance, a strong pastoral pre
and robust parish ministries. An interim rector who can help the parish achieve these outco
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would be a good preacher and educator, a strong former urban rector with experience in a large

parish, and a good administrator. He or she would have strong interpersonal communicatio
pastoral skills, have faith and be able to communicate it, and be highly spiritual and charism
presented this information to Mary Sulerud, the Canon for Deployment at Church House an
her this is what wedére | ooking for in an
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about our wishes. She has suggested candidates for us to consider, and gathered informatjon «

other candidates that were suggested by parishioners. Jim and | have been busy absorbing
information. In the coming weeks, we hope to recommend s candidate to the Vestry which i
responsible for calling the interim. Stay tuned!

Kate Bouvé, Senior Warden
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SAVE A TREE!

doorstep. I f you would | i ke to b eChrorcleeach montlyf

all
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on-line instead (in living color!), pleasereail the Office at ericg@sdlbansparish.org to be removed.




We welcome the
faithful, the seeker,
and the doubter,
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Good News is for all.

WORSHIP AND PRAYER
SCHEDULE AT ST.

«

ALB

8: 00 a meélido§ Eucharist, Rite |
9:15 améééé. Holy Eu
11:15 amééééHoly Eu
5: 00 pméééé . Spani s hj
5: 30 p méHoly Eucharist, Rite Il
MONDAY
12: 05 p mé é Blagorday Prayer
TUESDAY
7: 30 amé é é éHdlgEucharist
12: 05 p mé é Blaobrday Prayer
WEDNESDAY
12: 05 p mé é&éading Eucharist
THURSDAY
12: 05 p mé é Blaobrday Prayer
FRIDAY
12: 05 p mé é Bldobrday Prayer

CLERGY
The Reverend Scott A. Benhase, Recto|
The Reverend Timothy A. Boggs, Associate Rectof
The Reverend Jered Webhkhnson, Assistant Rector for
Youth & Young Adult Ministries
The Reverend Harriette H. Sturges, Deaco!
Coordinator of CH
The Reverend Simén Bautista, Diocesan Latino Missiong
The Reverend Loren B. Mead, Priest Associat

EPISCOPAL CAMPUS MINISTRIES
Carolyn Seaton, Chaplain, American University]

PARISH STAFF
Eric Gustafson, Director of Parish Administration|
Ron Hicks, Parish Verger
Doug Dykstra, Director of Finance
Sonya Subbayya Sutton, Director of Music
Dr. Norman Scribner, Director of Music Emeritus
Ashley Allen, Parish Secretary
Angela Butler, Music Intern

VESTRY OFFICERS
Kate Bouvé, Senior Warden; Jim Sottile, Junior Warder
Jim Tate, Secretary ; Christopher Holmes, Treasur

VESTRY MEMBERS

Nathalie Bramson; Ruth Cline; Bill Edgar; Andrea Farr

Chuck Holmes; Keith Jones; Danette (Dani) Kauffmary

Jennifer Thorson Martin; Eric Melby; Richard Parkins}
Ann RamseyMoor; Eve ZartmasBall;

Joanne Brainard, WSA Board Representativ

ST. ALBAN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW, Washington, DC 2001
Tel.: 202363-8286 Fax: 20863-6828
Office Hours: MorFri 8:30 am- 4:30 pm
Web site: www.stlbansparish.org

E‘--Nathalie Bramson

Farewell Dinner for Scott

A Farewell Dinner is being planned for Scottfarday,
December 18, at 6 pmlt will be a potluck, but sliced honey
baked ham and some chicken dish will be provided.
Parishioners are asked to bring salads, side dishes and
beverages (especially sparkling cider) and some dessglys
a few, as a special cake will also be ordered. The dinner w
take place ilNourse Hall.

The electricity is being shut down for maintenance on the (

that evening from-B, but we are advised that this will not
affect our building. However, it may affect the garage (mor

later if we can get more definitive info). But with the garagq, if
you come at 6 or a bit earlier and plan to leave after 9, gargge

parking should be fine.

Andrea Farr is coordinating a gift for Scott. Those who wish tc

contribute to this or to assist in the arrangements, please
her atafrfarr@hotmail.com

n

Nathalie Bramson is coordinating food; please contact her fat

nathaliehb@mac.coifiyou can:

1) bring a dish- please indicate what, 2) help set up, and/o
3) help clean up.

If you can also indicate how many from your family plan to
come, that would help with food planning. We will try to keg
an approximate list of who has committed to bring what, sd

P
th

others who follow can know what is already in the works. ift

and contributions for Scott's dinner are NOT-d&xluctible
offerings to St. Alban's Parish.

Thank you! It should be a good evening of fellowship and
Godspeed to Scott.

PARISH OFFICE: 208638286
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Christmas Liturgical
Calendar

Christmas Eved December 24

o 4 p.m. - Holy Eucharist in the
Little Sanctuary of St Albans

Our Stephen Ministers
are
Ready to Care for You

&

The joy of Christmas can turn into a time

School
. 4 p.m. - Holy Eucharist and painful loneliness and emptiness for those
chirl Bt mes SE6 ek nmroug%gdifﬁgu time. I%tﬂ he p%llst‘avgilgbl :

Parish. (note: earlier time)
o 1:30p.m-Vi val di 0s
o 8 p.m.- Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
o 10:30p.m-Bachoés
AChri st mas Ol
o 11 p.m. - Holy Eucharist (Rite )

Christmas Dayd December 25

o 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
(Rite II)

1st Sunday after Christmas Day

o December 27- Regular Sunday
Schedule

2nd Sunday after Christmas Day

o January 3 - Regular Sunday
Schedule

The Feast of the Epiphany January 6

o Holy Eucharist at 7 p.m. - We
will include our Spanish
language congregation to
celebrate their importarites
Reyesr Three Kings.

A

a 2y asilog s your need persists.

| Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provid
(2dnfRehtihl, drf&o-one, Christian care. Th
will listen, care, encourage, pray with and for
you, and support you through the holidays

If you find yourself going through a difficult
period in your life and want to explore the
possibility of having a Stephen Minister wgk
along with you, please contact one of the
Stephen Ministry Leaders:

Dee Dykstra at 70871-5795,
Ada Kugajevsky at 203332631,
Dick Parkins at 20244-3798,

or one of the clergy.

Christmas Dinner
at

St Al b a

If you are interested in participating
coordinating, or volunteering for the
event, please contact the Rev. Jerqd
WeberJohnson at 202.363.8286 o
leredw@stalbansparish.org

PARISH WEBSITE: www.AlbansDC.org
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Butterflies are more than a symbol of the
Resurrection.
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They are part of Go
most beauti f ul part
committed to supporting all of us in our
baptismal relationship with God and each
other. Part of this involves the prayer foung
the top of page 308 in our prayer boGkve
us an inquiring and discerning heart, the
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to
know and love you, and the gift of joy and
wonder in all your works.
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Therefore, St. Al Dba
Monarch Butterfly Research Project along
with our Saint Al bahp
Center. They even have a group called thej
Butterflies.

In

()Y

Monarch caterpillars have been sent into
space on the Shuttle Atlantis, which launch
on November 16th. It carried three 4th inst
monarch caterpillars in a small rearing
chamber which serves as an incubator. Wil
weightlessness affect the development?
Schools and individuals around the easter%
te

ed
ar

part of the US have been invited to partici

in growing butterflies to compare to those i
space. How did we know about this? Our @
scientist Jim Tate let us in on it.

wn

For more information and details, go to

www. monarchwatch.org/spacaid join us in
the gift of joy and| v
|l f you want to see |[ou
Harriette hsturges@salbansparish.org

JA number of parishioners have asked )
Scott os "Rishaps
of Georgia in terms of travel, lodging an

Con
op of Georgia

A

Scott os
10th Bish

about

timing. Here is what we know. The
Consecration will be on Saturday, Janu
23, at 11 a.m. at the Savannah
International Trade and Convention
Center www.savtcc.co 1 Internationa
Dr., Savannah, GA 31421, (912) 447

4000. No tickets are necessary since the

center is huge. A reception follows.

Rooms have been blocked at a special
price for out of town guests at the:

Hilton DeSoto
15 East Liberty Street,
Savannah, Georgia, 31401
(912) 2329000.
http://wwwl.hilton.com/en US/hi/hote
SAVDHHF-Hilton-SavannatDeSotoe
Georgia/index.do

When making reservations, please
indicate you are coming for the bishop
consecration.

Friday night there will be a low country
boil and concert by Claire Holley
(www.claireholley.comat the Hilton, to
which everyone is invited.

PARISH OFFICE: 208638286
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St. Nicolas

by Benjamin Britten

Presented by the choirs of
Sonya Subbayya Sutton, Director and Stage Direction by Joan Phalen

with Richard Turner as Nicolas

Sunday, December 6 4:00pm

Brittends 1948 cantata, ASt Nicolaso, p
saint of children, seamen, and travelers. The congregation joins in the singing
at climactic moments. A perfect way to begin your Advent journey.

Tickets are $10, available onlinevatw.albansdc.oay by calling the church office
2023638286. Children 12 and under are free

Following the concert there will be a reception and wimeakiing party in Satterlee Hall, and §
Nicholas himself will make an appearance. If you would like to make a wreath please ¢
church office and order a kit from the Flower Guild, which will include everything you ng

Cost for those is $25.
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PARISH WEBSITE: www.AlbansDC.org
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WHAT?Y»S THI S
STUFF ALL ABOUT?

By Rev. Loren B. Mead

Word got around fast when Scott was eles
Bishop of Georgiai Sc ot t 6s | e
next? Why is he leavingAVhat happens to
us? Why is the bishop sticking his oar intc
t h i Somedmay remember those were th
same questions that were asked at St.
Al banbés five ydieers
years ago when Ted Eastman was electe
Bishop of Maryland; and, thirtfive years
ago when Felix Kloman leftlt happens.

William Bridges (Google him!), a well
known organization consultant, has writte
many books about transitions and how
organizations and individuals deal with it.
churches, we have a special kind of
organization with special stresses when
leadership changes. Our parishes are not
organizations. They have overlays of
tradition and meaning that are not quite tf
same, say, as a local Pizza Hut
RestaurantBoth are organizations, but the
are also differencesBoth undergo change,
but there are differences. The major

business of a parish has to do with helping

people relate to God and each other, and
engage them in activities, collectively and
individually, that we call ministry.

Churches designate specially trained people

to be leaders they call priests or pastorat
work can make deep personal and emotic
connections between those leaders and t
people in congregationdVhen one leaves,
people feel a sense of loss. Some people
it acutely, because of the depth of
relationship they found in that leadéfor
some, there is an acute sense of anxiety
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about the futureWhen Pizza Hut managers

change, nobody cares much as long as the pizza

doesnot ! Bridges r emi
about transition is not unique. Everybody is
thrown off stride by transition; but we have
found that transition of a pastor touches dee
feelings, many of which we are not even
aware.l t 6s | i ke ot her
other dynamics involved.

t

Through history churches came to identify th
church with the PERSON who was in
leadership. The ministry of the CHURCH oft¢
got focused in the person of the leadire
pastor came to BE the ministry, at least
emotionally. Ordinary members came to feel
that the ministry that belonged to everybody
had been ousourced to the pastor. In those

e

U
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days, when a pastor left a congregation we even

talked about the par
was bad theology and bad organizational
dynamicsWe wiped out the idea of the minis
of the laity completely! In more recent years
webve begun saying i
parish going through
p e r i Thdse words are saying we know the
ministry is what goes on all the time through
the people, but that for a time we are
undergoing a change of the clergy leader. O
| anguage is a bit ©be
always get as clear.

t
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My sense from the beginning was that there
were three types of congregations that really
needed the services of an interim pastor:
Congregations after a long pastorate;
Congregations having just gone through a
particularly conflicted period; and,
Congregations that were large and compl
with multiple clergy on staff.

We also learned some recurring truths, like:
Ifapret ransition conf

S

try

a

all

exX,

through, then the next pastor would most

PARISH OFFICE: 208638286



likely get caught up in its dynamics;
If factions went into a transition dead set
against a particular candidate, then a t
call from the whole congregation was
difficult; and,

a member of the
was appointed to be the interim, then i
was hard for the congregation to make
transition.

| f

We also learned that there were basic tasks
needed attention during an interim. We cam
call them the Adevel
interim period. They are:
Helping the congregation come to terms
with its past;
Investigating and defining a new identity,
separate from the previous pastor;
Making space for lay leadership changes

allowing some to take needed sabbatical

from leadership and encouraging new
people to step forward,;

Rediscovering the connections to their
bishop;

Making a new corporate commitment to &
direction and a pastor

| continue to enjoy being a part of a remarkable

ministry at St. Alban's ParisH.recognize that
there will be extra pressures of all kinds that
our staff will be working under during the
interim, but | also expect to continue growing
under their leadershig-rom top to bottom
they are excellentEven 1 f over
looking forward to our wardens and vestry
bringing us an interim rector who will help us
all grow toward a better ministry and our nex
phase of life.

| 6m appreciative of
Heds been willing to
we might have wanted more love and less
tough. Wedre going t
we go through this interin©ur ministry needs

rue

structures that hold us accountableist as
we, individually, need a parish that
strengthens each of us in our individual
ministries, even at times when it has to sa
tough things to usl hope this interim perio
will help us toward greater accountability
ministry, and | hope we can also explore 1
only how we can be accountable to the
bishop, but how he can be accountable to
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Waltz in the New Year
Saturday, January 2, 2010

7:00-10:00 pm,
Trenbath Assembly in Satterlee H

Tickets are $25/person*, available onlin
http://www.stalbansparish.org/

worship music/waltzing.htmér by
calling the office at 20:363-8286

Dessert and champagne
The evening begins with a lesson and
demonstration provided by instructors fr(
Bethesda'®ushor Dance Studio.
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PARISH OPERATING
FINANCES THROUGH
OCTOBER

The chart appearing on the opposite page
provides a quick suifm
operating finances through October 31st. \fith
the first ten months of the year completed,

AN IMPORTANT

NOTE ABOUT
END-OF-YEAR
CONTRIBUTIONS

As we approach the end of 2009,
please note that all contributions tp

the parish, including pledge
P gp 9 October, which was lower than the $97,153

payments, that are to be posted '_ that was budgeted for the month. Plate
calendar year 2009 must be receiyddollections and other contributions exceede}
at the church officao later than budget in October. Expenses for the mont
4:30 p.m. on December 30, 2009 | |"ere under budget by $21,054.
The ChurCh OfﬁCe W|” be ClOSEd 0) Thank you to everyone who has made
December3tf or t he Nlelwntidtinato th@ garish during the first te
holiday. In compliance with months of the year. If you are behind in yogr
: 2009 pledge, now is the time to catch up.
Intema_l Revenue Serwce _ Please ensure that your payment is in the
regulations and consistent with thg | parish office by December 30th. If you hav
pari shos auditi

guestiong apoyadydinangdated magea |
contributions and pledge payments

Including 2010 pledging, matching gifts,
) i foundation grants, gift transfers of securitieg
received after December il be
posted in 2010.

the end of October, Jt
budget continues in good shape with a slig
negative yeato-date variance of $709.

This small and very manageable deficit
occurred because October pledge income Was
sharply lower than anticipated. Total incomg
for the month was $76,684 versus a budgefof
$104,672. Pledge payments totaled $59,784 ir

and bequests to the parish, please contact pot
Dykstra, Director of Finance, at 202.363.82§6,
ext. 209 or email @dougD @stalbans

parish.org
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