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St. Albanõs 

 

A Word from the Associate Rector  
 

With the departure of Rector Scott Benhase to Savannah, 

where he will soon be joyfully consecrated as the tenth 

Bishop of Georgia, I want to offer a simple word as we 

officially begin our time of transition toward calling a new 

rector to St. Albanõs. 

We have had many weeks to get ready for Scottõs departure, 

yet it came as a fresh lesson that we live continually in 

transition. While we may prefer an unchanging condition, we 

are reminded at times like these that it is only God who is 

constant.  

Yet even God is continually doing new things, so change is inevitable. In such times, it 

is valuable to remember that we have been given many gifts and talents to help us grow 

and thrive in this transitory life. This is obviously true for us as a community at St. 

Albanõs. 

First, we have each other, a community of large -hearted, thoughtful people who care 

deeply about our life together as a small part of the Body of Christ, a community 

sustained by Godõs strength and wisdom and guidance. 

Guiding our community is a group of marvelous lay leaders, each with active and 

ongoing ministries that include hospitality, worship, outreach, teaching, and 

stewardship. In this time of change, their energetic leadership will be sustaining.  

Also, St. Albanõs Parish is blessed with a terrific staff, which I am pleased to lead until 

our Interim Rector John Lawrence arrives in March. We are each called and deeply 

committed to our various ministries. I know first -hand that there is nowhere any of us 

would prefer to be than here with you. In fact, we each look forward to this transition as 

a period of personal growth and stimulating challenge.  

I invite you to join your lay leaders and parish staff as we embrace the change that 

Godõs church has brought upon our common life. We do this trusting in Godõs love and 

relishing Godõs call to be builders. Please plan to take your confident part in this time of 

transition, confident of this Grace.   

 

The Revõd Tim Boggs 



 

 

December 16, 2009 

 

Dear St. Albanôs Parishioners, 

 

On behalf of the Vestry, I am pleased 

to announce that The Reverend 

Canon John E. Lawrence has 

accepted the call to serve as Interim 

Rector of St. Albanôs. The Vestry 

voted to call him at its meeting on 

December 15th.  John is currently 

serving as interim rector of St. 

Patrickôs, which is nearing the end of 

its search for a new permanent 

rector.  He will begin his assignment 

at St. Albanôs on March 1, 2010.  

 

The Vestry vote follows a vetting process which included my attendance 

at St. Patrickôs to hear him preach and celebrate.  Junior Warden Jim 

Sottile and I met with Canon Lawrence at length.  We also met with the 

wardens at St. Patrickôs, who raved about him.  In addition, Canon 

Lawrence has met with Scott, the parish staff, and the Vestry, all of 

whom were favorably impressed by his resume and demeanor.  Bishop 

Chane approved our choice with great enthusiasm. 

 

John brings a wealth of good experience with him.  He has been a rector 

in four parishes both urban and suburban.  He served as the Canon to the 

Ordinary in the Diocese of Southern Ohio, which gave him experience 

dealing with the many problems and challenges parishes can suffer.  He 

is a skilled preacher, teacher, and writer.  His pastoral experience with 

clergy, congregations, and individuals is deep and broad.  

 

Regarding practical matters, the end date of Johnôs contract at St. 

Patrickôs meshed well with our requirements.  He lives with his wife, 

Jerri, in Arlington, so relocation ï and relocation costs ï were not 

necessary.  Next steps include working out the details of his contact with 

St. Albanôs. 

 

I firmly believe that God has brought John Lawrence and St. Albanôs 

together, and Iôm eager for you to meet him.  I anticipate a rich 

experience with him as we move through our transition.  Stay tuned!! 

 

Kate Bouvé 

We welcome the  

faithful, the seeker,  

and the doubter,  
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Good News is for all. 
WORSHIP AND PRAYER  

SCHEDULE AT ST. ALBANôS 

8:00 améééé..Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:15 améééé.Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:15 amééééHoly Eucharist, Rite I 

5:30 pméééé.Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 MONDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer 

 TUESDAY 

7:30 amééééééé Holy Eucharist 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer 

 WEDNESDAY 

12:05 pmééééé. Healing Eucharist 

 THURSDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer  

 FRIDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer  

CLERGY  

The Reverend Timothy A. Boggs, Associate Rector 

The Reverend Jered Weber-Johnson, Assistant Rector 

The Reverend Harriette H. Sturges, Deacon,  

     Coordinator of Childrenôs Ministries 

The Reverend Loren B. Mead, Priest Associate 

 

EPISCOPAL CAMPUS MINISTRIES 

Carolyn Seaton, Chaplain, American University 

 

PARISH STAFF 

Eric Gustafson, Director of Parish Administration 

Ron Hicks, Director of Facilities and Parish Verger  

Doug Dykstra, Director of Finance 

Sonya Subbayya Sutton, Director of Music  

Dr. Norman Scribner, Director of Music Emeritus 

Ashley Allen, Parish Secretary 

Sophia Vastek, Music Intern 

  

VESTRY OFFICERS 

Kate Bouvé, Senior Warden; Jim Sottile, Junior Warden; 

Jim Tate, Secretary ; Christopher Holmes, Treasurer 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

Nathalie Bramson; Ruth Cline; Bill Edgar; Andrea Farr; 

Chuck Holmes; Keith Jones; Danette (Dani) Kauffman; 

Jennifer Thorson Martin; Eric Melby; Richard Parkins; 

Ann Ramsey-Moor; Eve Zartman-Ball;  

Joanne Brainard, WSA Board Representative 

 

ST. ALBAN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016 

Tel.: 202-363-8286 Fax: 202-363-6828 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

 Web site: www.st-albans-parish.org 

PARISH OFFICE:  202-363-8286 



 

1,890 shelter nights for 42 abused 

and neglected elderly  

11,358 medical and dental care 

visits to homeless people who could 

not afford a doctor or dentist  

1,533 adults with individual and 

group counseling, case management 

and continuing care  

144 homeless men and women with 

13,728 transitional housing nights 

in rehabilitative programs designed 

to help participants maintain sobriety 

and find employment  

120 homeless and extremely low-

income women and men with 51,336 

hours of intensive job training  

614 homeless children, women and 

men with 176,742 nights of safe 

affordable long-term housing  

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.AlbansDC.org  

So Others Might Eat 
St. Albanôs parish and SOME have a 

relationship that spans over 20 years. SOME 

serves more than 398,000 meals annuallyðover 

1,000 meals each day. In addition, SOME 

provides the following services to the cityôs 

homeless population: medical and dental 

assistance, individual and group counseling, 

case management and aftercare, free clothing, 

hot showers, laundry service, job preparedness 

training, job counseling and training, permanent 

and transitional housing and temporary shelter, 

and programs for people with addictions. 

St. Albanôs parishioners prepare 25ï50 SOME 

Casseroles each month. On the 2nd Sunday of 

the month, casserole tins are picked up in the 

narthex. Recipes can be located on St. Albanôs 

webpage at Outreach ï Our City ï So Others 

Might Eat. 

On the 3rd Sunday of the month, parishioners 

return prepared casseroles, fresh or canned 

fruits and juices, vegetables, coffee, and peanut 

butter or powdered milk to the Satterlee Hall 

kitchen. Pick-up takes place between 11:00 and 

11:30 am; donations are then transported to 

SOME for distribution at the NOON meal the 

following Monday. 

 

It takes about one and one-half hours to 

prepare a casserole that is lunch for a hungry 

person.  

 

In 2008, with the help of caring 

supporters, SOME provided 

271,707 hot nutritious meals for 

hungry children, women, and men  

127,114 meals for the residents of our 

rehabilitative programs, senior center 

and shelter for abused elderly  

16,334 showers and free clothing for 

homeless men and women  

St. Albanõs J2A hosts the 

 Superbowl Sunday Chili 

Sale  
 

 
Pints of vegetarian or meat chili $7.00   

Quarts of vegetarian or meat chili $13.00  

Corn Bread $5.00 (four corn muffins)  

 Family pack -- 1 quart and four muffins -- 

$16.00  

 

Donôt need chili? Purchase some for your 

friends, family, or to give as a donation to 

SOME (So Others Might Eat). 

Orders placed Sunday January 31 in the 

narthex. 

Pick up will be on Sunday February 7 in 

Satterlee Hall. 

Proceeds go to support J2Aôs pilgrimage in 

the summer of 2011. 



 

Children½s Ministries 
Corner  

 

 
 

January 6th after the Epiphany Service there 

will be a traditional celebration with a kingôs 

cake and cider in Nourse Hall.  I donôt know 

if weôve had a Kingôs Cake here in recent 

history, but itôs a fun and delicious tradition.  

There is a special token baked inside the cake, 

and the person who finds it in the piece of 

cake becomes the ñking.ò  So eat dinner early, 

get your homework done and come celebrate 

this great feast of the church. 
 

 

KIDS REACHING OUT- KRO 

Our children are amazing and reach out in so 

many ways.  One of our organized activities is 

through a program called KRO.  This past 

year they helped our shelter residents 

celebrate Christmas with gifts, metro cards, a 

small tree and lots of cards.  Come join us.  

Beth and Pierre Oliver Colleye are helping 

Ann Morrison, who led us through the first 

year of organization.  If your family is 

interested in a special project, let us know and 

weôll help you get it together.  Contact 

Harriette at hsturges@st-albans-parish.org or 

the Colleyes at tazmoly@erols.com. 
 

PARISH OFFICE:  202-363-8286 

 Baptisms 

Our next baptism is January 10, 2010.  We 

have 5 children who will become formal 

members of the Body of Christ. The next time 

is the Easter Vigil at 7pm on April 3rd.  If you 

have a child to be baptized or have questions, 

please contact Harriette at hsturges@st-albans

-parish.org. 

The Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd is open to all children ages 2-12.  

This is our formation program for children 

that meets on Sundays at 10:30-11:30 and  

Mondays from 4-5.  Contact Harriette to help 

or to start your child in this life-changing 

program. 

 

Childrenôs Chapel 

This program is worth jumping for joy about.  

Itôs a special part of the 9:15 liturgy for 

children of all ages, particularly those 3-7. 

However, all are welcome.  If you are 

younger than 3, bring an adult.  We often have 

60-75 people during this liturgy of the word. 

You do not have to have children to 

participate and help greet, tell a story , lead 

the worship (thereôs a sheet to follow), or help 

with the music.  Contact Harriette at 

hsturges@st-albans-parish.org or just show up 

at 9:15. 

mailto:hsturges@st-albans-parish.org
mailto:tazmoly@erols.com
mailto:hsturges@st-albans-parish.org
mailto:hsturges@st-albans-parish.org
mailto:hsturges@st-albans-parish.org
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Epiphanyµnot just a 
Feast day, but a whole 
Season! 
Since the end of the Second Century, Christians have 

been celebrating January 6th as The Epiphany, a 

major feast day of the Church. 

The word Epiphany is derived from a Greek word 

meaning ñmanifestationò or appearingò, and the feast 

commemorates the visit of the Magi, led by the star to 
Bethlehem to see the Christ child, as well as the 

Baptism of Jesus in the waters of the Jordan River and 

Jesusô first recorded miracle, the changing of water 

into wine at the wedding at Cana of Galilee. 

All of these events are understood to be 

manifestations of God in our midst, although in 

Western and Anglican traditions, the dramatic and 
colorful story of the three kings has dominated the 

celebration. 

Each of the three events point us to a God broadly 
reaching into the world, inviting all into his courts, a 

theme we have come to embrace this season, which 

includes the next six weeks until the beginning of 
Lent. 

Sam Potaro, the Episcopal Chaplain at the University 

of Chicago, is always a provocative thinker about 

Christian traditions. He notes that we really donôt 
know much about the three magi. He asks if there 

couldnôt have been four or six, all who ñpitched in for 

the three gifts.ò He notes that the term ñMagusò was 
often a name for itinerant magicians and entertainers. 

He writes, ñI rather like the notion that the Magi 

might have been traveling entertainers, members of a 
class commonly accepted as fools in every sense of 

the word. The possibility that the Magi were really 

pretty simple people is like Paulôs notion in Ephesians 

that Godôs revelation is a truth often hidden from the 
learned and wise.ò 

Epiphany is a season of revelation of God in Christ to 

the world...my world, your world, the world of all 
Godôs people. A surprising revelation awaits 

unbidden whether we are wise or foolish, wandering 

or stuck in our routines. May you have a season of 
alertness, watching for a star! 

A blessed Epiphany to you! 

 

Tim+ 

St. Alban½s 
Communication Effort 

Launched  
 

In the crush of our busy lives, nothing is more 

difficult than making firm connections. And yet 

nothing is more central to our life as a Parish than 

connecting with our God, each other and the world 

beyond. 
 

St. Albanôs has some special communications 

challenges, being so near to the Cathedral and the 

schools on the Close. So, with the blessing of the 

Parish Planning process, a new initiative has been 

launched that will provide us a fresh opportunity to 

improve the methods, substance, styles, constancy 

and effectiveness of all our Parish communications 

to the community within and without St. Albanôs. 
 

A new Communications Committee has come 

together, chaired by parishioner Nathalie Bramson 

and guided by the Revôd Tim Boggs. The members 

of the committee each have had some fine 

communications experience and diverse 

perspectives. 
 

The committee has begun looking at all of our 

communications issues and options including: 
 

Ʒ a simple and communicable understanding of our 

Parish identity 

Ʒ an adoption of a single and fresh sense of style 

for all communications 

Ʒ a freshening of our widely-used Parish website 

Ʒ a look at The Daily Cup and other interactive 

communications 

Ʒ our signage on the street and the buildings 

Ʒ opportunities to freshen The Chronicle newsletter 

Ʒ Sunday communications, announcement and 

bulletins 
 

Our 2010 goal is to communicate to the parish and 

the world in the most dynamic, creative and 

appealing fashion with a consistent understanding of 

who we are and what God in Christ is doing at St. 

Albanôs Parish. If you are interested in helping with 

this exciting project, feel free to contact Nathalie or 

Tim! 
 

You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 

cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it 

under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it 

gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let 

your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father in 

heaven. Matthew 5:15,16 
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2009  
A Year of Giving at St. Alban½s 

 
Thanks to your generous donations and purchases at the St. Albanôs Opportunity Shop, WSA (the Workers of St. 

Albanôs) has been able to provide $124,350 in grants to 35 charitable organizations throughout the Washington, D.C. 

area in 2009.  WSA grants touched the lives of hundreds of our most needy and vulnerable neighbors last year.  Your 

help has enabled WSA to fund and support local homeless shelters, senior citizen centers, children and family feeding 

ministries, prisoner transition programs, after-school programs, aid to pregnant mothers and many other vital programs. 

 

Hereôs the complete list of WSA-supported charities in 2009: 

 

A Wider Circle - $3,000 Sarahôs Circle - $3,000   

Calvary Womenôs Services - $2,000 Our Place DC - $2,000 

Charlieôs Place at St. Margaretôs - $4,000 Pregnancy Aid Centers - $4,000 

Christian Communities Group Homes - $2,500 Rachelôs Womenôs Center - $2,500  

Crossroads Shelter at St. Albanôs - $3,000 St. Albanôs Parish - $15,000  

Downtown Clusterôs Geriatric Day Care - $5,000 Hope and a Home -$2,500 

EFFORTS Job Placement - $3,500 St. Lukeôs Shelter - $1,500 

Episcopal Center for Children - $1,000 Visitorsô Services Center - $1,500  

Family Place - $3,000 Washington Home - $350  

St. Albanôs Clergy Discretionary - $3,500 On Beads of Prayer - $4,000  

Oak Hill Academy - $500 Nomis Youth Network - $5,000  

Lorton Art Program - $3,000 Jubilee Jobs - $6,000 

Transition Assistance Program - $3,000 Thrive DC - $5,000 

Church of the Epiphany Breakfast - $3,000 Community Council for the Homeless - $5,000 

Five Talents International - $1,000 Hope House - $4,000 

Mary House - $5,000 Samaritan Ministry of Washington - $5,000 

SINGA - $5,000 Transitional Housing - $4,000 

St. Albanôs Early Childhood Center - $3,000   

 

Contact WSA Board President Joanne Brainard at jebrainard@yahoo.com for more details about WSA. 

You can support the much needed work of WSA through your donations to the St. Albanôs Opportunity Shop.   

The Op Shop is open Tuesday through Saturday each week from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Looking for a great volunteer 

opportunity?  The Op Shop could use your help:  Contact Ms. Russell Eckel at arie3eare@aol.com for more 

information. 

 

In addition to WSA, your ongoing support of St. Albanôs outreach ministries through your monthly Mustard 

Seed offerings and pledges has allowed the St. Albanôs Outreach Commission to provide  $48,000 to local and 

international organizations as well as $120,000 to the Diocese of Washington in support of their work and the work of 

the wider church. 

Hereôs the complete list of charities receiving your outreach dollars through Dec. 21, 2009: 

 

The Feeding Ministries of Grate Patrol and Christ House - $7,129 

The Crossroads Shelter at St. Albanôs Parish - $12,916 

IONA Senior Services - $4,519 Samaritan Ministry of Washington - $2,401 

Community Council for the Homeless - $2,613 St. Philipôs Child Development Center - $1,435 

Transitional Housing Corporation - $2,577 Episcopal Relief & Development/Jerusalem - $1,893 

Episcopal Relief & Dev./Inspiration Fund - $1,135 Bread for the World - $1,085 

Episcopal Relief & Development/Taiwan - $1,737 The 174 Trust of Northern Ireland - $1,365 

Downtown Cluster of Congregations - $3,500 Washington Interfaith Network - $3,552 

The Diocese of Washington - $120,000 

mailto:jebrainard@yahoo.com
mailto:arie3eare@aol.com
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Learn, Grow and Serve 
by Becoming a 

Stephen Minister  
 

 

 
St. Albanôs will be training another 

class of Stephen Ministers beginning 

the last week of March.  Stephen 

Ministers provide confidential, one-

to-one care, encouragement, and 

emotional and spiritual support to 

people who are going through a 

transition, such as divorce, grief, new 

baby, empty nest, hospitalization, 

unemployment, illness, relocation, or 

loneliness. 

 

If you have gifts for caring, 

encouragement, and listening, please 

consider whether you might want to 

be part of this ministry. If you think 

you might be interested, talk with 

Stephen Ministry Leaders:  
 

Dee Dykstra at 703-971-5795,  

Ada Kugajevsky at 202-333-2631, 

Dick Parkins at 202-244-3798,  

or one of the clergy.  

 

Stephen Ministry is one way in 

which St Alban's demonstrates its 

commitment to being a caring parish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saving Trees and 

Money @ St. Albans 
  

As part of our stewardship 

of treasured resources, future printed 

copies of The Chronicle will be 

mailed only to all current active mem-

bers of the parish, as well as those 

more distant friends of St. Alban's 

who explicitly request a mailed copy. 

All readers can find The Chronicle at 

the St. Alban's website where it is 

promptly posted each month. 

www.albansdc.org  If you 

would prefer to read it online (and 

save a tree) please contact the Parish 

Office, and we will drop you 

from The Chronicle mailing list only. 

You will continue to receive all other 

parish mail. The Parish Office can be 

reached at 202-363-8286 or Of-

fice@St-Albans-Parish.org     

http://www.albansdc.org
mailto:Office@St-Albans-Parish.org
mailto:Office@St-Albans-Parish.org
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PARISH OPERATING 
FINANCES THROUGH 

NOVEMBER 
 
The chart appearing on the opposite page provides a 

quick summary of the parishôs 2009 operating finances 

through November 30th.  With the first eleven months 
of the year completed, income is running under budget 

by 3.2% while expenses are over budget by 4.2%.  

Through the end of November, the parishôs operating 
budget has a negative year-to-date variance of 

$91,003.        

 
This deficit occurred for two reasons:  First, total 

income for November was under budget by $41,747 

primarily because the parishôs annual distribution from 

the Helen Wardman Naselli Trust did not take place 
this month as expected.  The administrator of the fund 

says the distribution will take place by the end of 

December.  This yearôs distribution is expected to total 
$39,000.  Had the Naselli Trust distribution occurred 

in November, year-to-date income would have been 

under budget by only $1,343.   The second reason for 
the deficit is that expenses continue to exceed budget 

due primarily to higher than anticipated costs for 

utilities and building systems maintenance throughout 
the year.     

 

Pledge payments totaled $103,813 in November, 

which exceeded budget by $3,648.  Plate collections 
and other contributions also exceeded budget in 

November.  A significant increase in pledge payments 

and other contributions to the parish is anticipated by 
the end of the year.  It is hoped that higher December 

income will offset the November budget deficit and 

allow us to end the year with a positive budget 
variance.           

 

Thank you to everyone who made contributions to the 

parish during 2009.  Year- end statements of 
contributions will be mailed in January.  If you have 

questions about any financial-related matter, including 

2010 pledging, matching gifts, foundation grants, gift 
transfers of securities and bequests to the parish, 

please contact Doug Dykstra, Director of Finance, at 

202.363.8286, ext. 209 or email at DougD@st-albans-
parish.org.         

 

Thanks to all!  
 

Christmas celebrations at St. 
Alban½s called on dozens and 

dozens to make a special 
contribution! Thanks to all who 
served so generously, including 

ushers, choristers, choir 
members, acolytes and lay 
readers, children½s chapel 

leaders, flower arrangers and 
altar preparers, dinner 

organizers and cleaner -uppers, 
donors to Kids Reaching Out and 
shelter gifts, and all who brought 

a guest and all who lent their 
voice in song and prayer. This 
Christmastide, our hearts are 

filled with gratitude.     

mailto:DougD@st-albans-parish.org
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