
 

St. Albanõs Episcopal Church 
3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20016 

February 2010 

St. Albanõs 

St. Alban½s Parish 2010 Lenten Reading & Reflection 
What is my ministry now?  

Greetings, 

We invite you to join your fellow St Albanôs parishioners for a Lenten program of reading and reflection, 

beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 17th. 

The Lenten program will hold up the question, ñWhat is my ministry now?ò  With good care, we will try to 

discern some clarity about how we can best continue to exercise our faith in our lives. 

As we all know, St. Albanôs is home to many ministries.  As Christians, we are invited to embrace an active 

ministry that acknowledges the sainthood of us all, a ministry that joins with our ordained ministers in 

accepting the call to be an active member of the body of Christ. 

At our best, we find our ministries by prayer and reflection, alone and together, relying on the foundational 

features of our faith for illumination. 

With this in mind, St. Albanôs has chosen to read together a wonderful and inspiring short book called A 40-

Day Journey with Dietrich Bonhoeffer, which was written to encourage thoughtful reflection during Lent. It 

offers a daily, short, accessible paragraph of Bonhoefferôs writings together with a short passage of scripture 

and questions for personal reflection and perhaps journaling. 

We will make this stimulating book available to the entire Parish, along with a 

personal journal notebook. We invite parishioners to join in weekly small group 

reflections on the readings during four weeks of Lent, with many small group 

options at convenient times during weekdays, evenings or Sundays. Each session 

could be an hour or so. 

We are recruiting  10 small group leaders so that about 100 parishioners can 

participate in ten groups of ten. Each group leader can fashion the conversations 

as they think best, creatively stimulating conversation about the readings for the 

past week. With lots of good cheer and sharing, ultimately the conversation should 

turn toward a focus on what does all this reading mean for the question, ñWhat is 

my ministry now?ò 

To support this inquiry, the Sunday Forum series and Clergy sermon themes during Lent will be focused 

on active Christian practice and its spiritual roots. 

Parishioner sign-ups will begin January 31 thru February 14. Group meetings begin the week of February 

21st. 

Sincerely, 

The Rev. Timothy Boggs 



 

An Invitation to Invite  
 

On the ledge behind my desk here in the office I have a few 

invitations to the ordination services of friends from seminary.  At 

home on my refrigerator I have even more invitations to weddings, 

parties, baby showers, open houses, and receptions.  In my work 

with the Hospitality Committee here at St. Albanôs Iôve started to 

reflect on the nature of invitation and why it is important. 

 

This year the Hospitality Committee, under the excellent leadership 

of Lacey Gude, is considering how we can do more to improve our 

ministry of hospitality to the parish.  We are asking the question of 

how and where we can do a better job of welcoming ñthe faithful, 

the seeker, and the doubterò to this life-giving community at St. 

Albanôs.  There is good work being done to continue shaping our 

parish into a place of generous welcome and abundant hospitality. 

 

You might say that with the committee, the work of the whole 

church is welcome and hospitality.  Every week we celebrate, we 

rejoice, we revel in one anotherôs company, and we give thanks for 

Godôs presence in our midst and in the banquet we call Eucharist.  

Every week we have a party!  Whatôs more, this party, this 

celebration, this abundant hospitality is the single most life-giving 

and life-sustaining event for many who come. 

 

So (you might be wondering where Iôm headed with this), we have 

every reason to invite the whole neighborhood to join us.  If what 

we create and share and participate in each week is so amazing, then 

it is wholly natural that we would want to invite others, all others, to 

join us.  After all, unlike the movie Field of Dreams, we canôt 

expect that if we ñbuild it, they will come.ò  I hope you will join me 

in inviting others to come, to St. Albanôs Parish, to our worship and 

outreach, to our fellowship and play, and to a life-changing 

encounter with the living God in our midst. 

 

What the Hospitality Committee, the clergy, the many lay ministers 

at the liturgy, the choir, and all of you create each week is a joy-

filled, sumptuous, overflowing feast, a party, a celebration of the 

abundance of God ï letôs spread the word. 
 

The Rev. Jered Weber-Johnson 

We welcome the  

faithful, the seeker,  

and the doubter,  
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Good News is for all. 
WORSHIP AND PRAYER  

SCHEDULE AT ST. ALBANôS 

8:00 améééé..Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:15 améééé.Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:15 amééééHoly Eucharist, Rite I 

5:30 pméééé.Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 MONDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer 

 TUESDAY 

7:30 amééééééé Holy Eucharist 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer 

 WEDNESDAY 

12:05 pmééééé. Healing Eucharist 

 THURSDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer  

 FRIDAY 

12:05 pméééééé Noonday Prayer  

CLERGY  

The Reverend John Lawrence, Interim Rector 

The Reverend Timothy A. Boggs, Associate Rector 

The Reverend Jered Weber-Johnson, Assistant Rector 

The Reverend Harriette H. Sturges, Deacon,  

     Coordinator of Childrenôs Ministries 

The Reverend Loren B. Mead, Priest Associate 

 

EPISCOPAL CAMPUS MINISTRIES 

Carolyn Seaton, Chaplain, American University 

 

PARISH STAFF 

Doug Dykstra, Director of Finance 

Eric Gustafson, Director of Parish Administration 

Ron Hicks, Director of Facilities and Parish Verger  

Sonya Subbayya Sutton, Director of Music  

Dr. Norman Scribner, Director of Music Emeritus 

Angela Butler, Music Intern 

  

VESTRY OFFICERS 

Kate Bouvé, Senior Warden; Jim Sottile, Junior Warden; 

Jim Tate, Secretary ; Christopher Holmes, Treasurer 

 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

Nathalie Bramson; Ruth Cline; Bill Edgar; Andrea Farr; 
Chuck Holmes; Keith Jones; Danette (Dani) Kauffman; 

Jennifer Thorson Martin; Eric Melby; Richard Parkins; 
Ann Ramsey-Moor; Eve Zartman-Ball;  

Joanne Brainard, WSA Board Representative 

 

ST. ALBAN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016 

Tel.: 202-363-8286 Fax: 202-363-6828 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

 Web site: www.st-albans-parish.org 

PARISH OFFICE:  202-363-8286 
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Training for Stephen 
Ministers Begins the End 

of March  
 

 
 

If you have gifts for caring, 

encouragement and listening, please 

consider whether you might want to be 

part of Stephen Ministry.  St. Albanôs will 

begin training another class of Stephen 

Ministers beginning the last week of 

March.   

 

Stephen Ministers provide confidential, 

one-to-one care, encouragement, and 

emotional and spiritual support to people 

who are going through a transition, such 

as divorce, grief, new baby, empty nest, 

hospitalization, unemployment, illness, 

relocation, or loneliness.  Stephen 

Ministry is one of the ways in which St 

Alban's demonstrates its commitment to 

being a caring parish.   

 

If you think you might be interested, talk 

with Stephen Ministry Leaders:  
 

Dee Dykstra at 703-971-5795,  

Ada Kugajevsky at 202-333-2631,  

Dick Parkins at 202-244-3798,  

or one of the clergy.  

Parish Transitions  
 

Rejoice with the newly baptized:  

Calvin Bentley, son of  Bethany and Frederick 

Bentley, Sr.; Thomas Keane, son of Kate and 

Brian Keane; Eilidh Smith, daughter of Kelly 

Phong and Mark Smith-Guerrero; Summer 

Blumenthal, daughter of Karen Smyers and 

Robert W. Blumenthal; Henry Pistilli, son of 

Emily and Christian Pistilli; Ankita Bajpai 

daughter of Dolly and Deepchand Bajpai. 

 

Celebrate with those in the Rite 13 Liturgy: 

Abigail Bartram, James Sams, Theodore Tron, 

Denver Williams, and Lucy Williamson. 

 

Rejoice with: 

Shell Kimble, ordained to the priesthood on 

January 16; Scott Benhase, consecrated as 10th 

Bishop of Georgia on January 23. 

 

Bid Godspeed to those transferring out: 

Ralph & Nancy Schumack 

 

Pray for those who have died: 

Miles S. Pendleton, Jr.; Patricia Dunn; 

Marlene Kersman; and Stanley Harris, Jr.  

 

 

We welcome submissions for the Transitions 

column. Please contact the church office at 

202-363-8286, or ericg@st-albans-parish.org  

mailto:ericg@st-albans-parish.org
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2009 Parish Operating 
Finances 

 

The chart on the opposite pages provides  a quick 

summary of the parishôs 2009 operating finances through 

December 31st.  For the year, total income exceeded 

budget by 1.0%, while expenses exceeded budget by 3.9%.  

Through the end of December, the parishôs 2009 operating 

budget had a negative year-end variance of $41,907.   This 

deficit occurred for two reasons:  lower than expected 

pledge income and higher than expected costs for utilities; 

and building systems maintenance and part-time/

occasional personnel costs that were not budgeted. 
 

Pledge income finished the year $45,671 under budget.  

The shortfall is primarily the result of a large foundation 

gift that was expected at the end of the year but was not 

received.  It is anticipated that this gift will be received in 

the first quarter of 2010.  Income associated with 

weddings, funerals, events and general facilities use fell 

short of expectations by $21,687 for the year.  Also, the 

parishôs annual distribution from the Helen Wardman 

Naselli Trust was received in December but was $5,000 

less than budgeted.  On the positive side, designated 

income exceeded its 2009 budget by $56,775.  In 

December, bequests were received from the Hagameyer 

and Smith estates. Ten percent of these bequests (or 

$20,143) were posted to the operating budget.  The 

remaining 90% were recorded in the Endowment Fund.  

Plate offerings and parish support ended the year $2,265 

and $9,522 over budget, respectively. 
 

You will note that year-end income includes a transfer 

from the Endowment Fund currently estimated at $45,000.  

Based on Vestry resolutions, an annual draw from the 

Endowment Fund may be transferred to the Operating 

Fund.  The maximum allowable draw is 5% of the 

Endowmentôs average balance on June 30th for the 

previous three years, including the current year.  
 

To cover the remaining operating deficit, funds will be 

transferred to the Operating Fund from the parishôs 

Reserve Fund.         
 

Thank you to everyone who made contributions to the 

parish throughout 2009.  Year-end contribution statements 

were mailed the last week of January.  If you have 

questions about any financial-related matter, including 

your 2009 contribution statement, 2010 pledging, 

matching gifts, foundation grants, gift transfers of 

securities and bequests to the parish, please contact Doug 

Dykstra, Director of Finance, at 202.363.8286, ext. 209 or 

email at DougD@st-albans-parish.org.         

You Cannot Miss This!  
 

Since Sunday, January 24, new name tags have been 

available in Nourse Hall at coffee hour.  Meet and 

greet without mentally searching for a name.  Come 

and get yours; a new style with magnets and no 

horrid pins to ruin silk and other fine fabrics.  Be a 

part of the new look with name badges carrying the 

image of our patron saint.  We are grateful to 

Amanda Hobart for taking the photograph of Saint 

Alban as depicted in the stained glass window 

honoring him.  
 

While all donations towards the cost of the name 

badges are voluntary, we hope each of you and each 

family will contribute as you can towards the cost 

with a donation of $5 per badge (badges are not 

being made for young children).  This has been the 

culmination of a painstaking task, initiated by the 

Hospitality Commission, to develop a realistic list of 

active members of St. Alban's, but it is likely there 

are omissions and misneaks!  A sign-up sheet will be 

available to request additional or corrected badges. 
 

Come and pick up yours. Wear them to church-

related functions and when you represent St. Alban's 

elsewhere.  Remember the earlier name tags, with 

their various hodge-podge designs?  No more!  

These have the unifying design of Saint Alban and 

show your membership in this one terrific parish.  

Enjoy! 

Please Save the Date for 
Vacation Bible Camp!  

 

July 12-15th -- 5:30-8pm 

AGES 6-9 LEADERS AGES 10+ 

 

August 16-18th -- 5-7pm 

AGES 4-5 LEADERS AGES 8+ 

 

Contact Harriette with questions or to 

register -- 202-363-8286 X203  

mailto:DougD@st-albans-parish.org
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The St. Alban½s  
Grate Patrol  

 

The St. Albanôs Grate Patrol offers each of us a 

unique opportunity to fulfill our Baptismal vows 

of seeking and serving Christ in all persons and 

respecting the dignity of every human being. As 

part of the Salvation Armyôs 100-year old 

ministry in Washington, DC, volunteers from St. 

Albanôs purchase, cook, prepare and serve a 

nutritious evening meal to hundreds of persons 

living on our downtown streets. 
 

The Grate Patrol is St. Albanôs commitment to 

serve a meal twice a month to homeless people 

living on the streets of Washington. It offers 

parishioners the opportunity to get involved as 

often as they like. So, please contact one of our 

coordinators and see how much joy you will 

find in this feeding ministry. 
 

Shopping: The feeding ministry would not 

function without the dedication of our 

volunteers who shop twice a month for 

groceries. Reimbursement for expenses is 

provided. If interested in volunteering, contact 

Juliet Saharko (julietsaharko@gmail.com). 
 

Cooking: Two Wednesday evenings a month we 

make fresh chicken pasta and bake raisin bran 

muffins. We usually have 4 to 6 volunteers, and 

it takes approximately 1 1/2 hours of time 

(starting at 6:00pm) in the Satterlee Hall 

Kitchen. The food is part of the fare that we 

provide to the Salvation Army delivery team. 

We always welcome new volunteers! Contact 

Craig Morgan (camarchitect@gmail.com;  

202-547-3295). 
 

Sandwich making: On the second and fourth 

Fridays of the month, a lively group gathers at 

1:30 to make sandwiches and assemble the meal 

for the evening delivery. Come and join this 

wonderful community. To volunteer, contact 

Wendy Garner (wendygarner@earthlink.net). 
 

Delivery: Every second and fourth Friday of 

the month at 6:45 pm, the Salvation Army van 

arrives at the Lych Gate to be greeted by St 

Albanôs volunteers. After loading the van with 

the food prepared during the week, our 

volunteers travel downtown and serve dinner 

to over 100 people living on the streets of 

Washington. By offering a simple meal to 

people who are homeless, the Grate Patrol has 

broken down barriers, eradicated stereotypes 

and changed the lives of our Parishioners, 

young and old alike. This year the St Albanôs 

Grate Patrol will serve 3840 meals, involving 

at least 384 volunteers at a cost of 

approximately $1.57/meal. Contact Susan 

Morris (srm3108@aol.com; 301-718-9379). 
 

At least 17,800 people are homeless in 

Washington, D.C. over the course of a year, 

one of the highest rates in the country.  
  
On an average day in 2008, approximately 

6,044 persons in the District of Columbia were 

homeless. 47% of these individuals are 

ñchronically homeless,ò meaning they have 

been homeless for more than a year.  
  
Families represent 30% of DCôs homeless 

population. The number of homeless families 

seeking shelter in DC over the course of a year 

is more than 2,000.  
  
Washington, D.C. has the 7th highest poverty 

rate in the country and has the highest 

proportion of people in the U.S. with the 

lowest income levels. 22% of all D.C. children 

under 18 live at or below the poverty line.  
  
Washington, DC is the second least affordable 

jurisdiction in the country in terms of housing 

costs.  

  

"...faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead." 
     --James 2:17 

PARISH OFFICE:  202-363-8286 
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St. Alban's Parish  
An Invitation Beyond Sunday Morning  

In addition to the vibrant and rich 

worship of our three primary Sunday 
morning celebrations of Holy Eucharist 

(8, 9:15, & 11:15), St. Alban's Parish 
offers several other intimate and 

personal opportunities to worship on 

Sunday evening and throughout the 
week. In a busy city with demanding 

schedules, these services offer the 

chance to pause and meet God amid the 
hectic pace.  We would like to invite you 

to come and worship with us beyond 
Sunday morning. 

 

ðððððð- 

 

Tuesday Morning Eucharist 

7:30 AM ï Tuesday 

Church 

An intimate Eucharist service in the 
chancel of the church ï homilies here 

are often delivered by members of the 

congregation. 

 

Noonday Prayer/ Eucharist 

12:05 PM ï Weekdays 
Church 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday, the staff and clergy meet for 

Noonday Prayer, a short service of 

scripture, prayer and meditation.  This 
service is open to the whole 

community.  On Wednesdays a short 
Eucharist replaces Noonday Prayer.  

Please come! 

 

Washington Home 

4:00 PM ï Sunday 

Washington Home 

A longstanding ministry of St. Albanôs, 
clergy and lay ministers worship with the 

residents, family, and visitors of 

Washington Home retirement facility.  
Worship here alternates every other 

week between Evening Prayer and Holy 

Eucharist (Rite I). 
 

Spanish Language Eucharist 

5:00 PM ï Sunday 

Church 

A new initiative at St. Alban's Parish, 
offers a Spanish language service of  

Holy Eucharist from the Libro de 

Oración Común, the Spanish translation 
of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer.  

This is a vivacious and growing service 
and is open to all ï no matter your 

proficiency with the Spanish language. 

 

Contemplative Evening Eucharist 

5:30 PM ï Sunday  

Nourse Hall 

This informal (come as you are) service 

meets in Nourse Hall to the left of the 
narthex as you enter the church.  The 

contemporary liturgy here is quiet and 

meditative.  The music is usually simple 
and contemplative, and the sermon is 

often conversational.  This smaller 
service provides a peaceful end to your 

day and a restful beginning to the new 

week. 



 

Transforming Lives 
through Transforming 

Ministries  
 

ñBe ye doers of the word and not merely 

hearersò  (letter of James 1:22)  reads the call 

to  St. Albanôs parish to fulfill its Baptismal 

promise of furthering Christôs work for peace 

and reconciliation in the world.  In 2004 the 

Transformation Fund represented a tithe of the 

Capital Campaign to support parishioners in 

ministries that serve others with their special 

and innovative gifts.  While the Capital 

Campaign aimed to transform physical spaces, 

the Transformation Fund aimed to transform 

lives. Here are ways in which some lives have 

been changed by these ministries.  
 

  òUpon entering High Point High School, I was 

an extremely shy and nervous person. I did not 

know how to cope with the large number of 

students and demanding assignments ïmuch 

different from the individualized attention 

received in middle school.  It was not until I 

became involved in the Youth with Purpose 

mentoring program at High Point that I began to 

gain confidence.  I was able to ask questions and 

interact with students who led me in the path of 

success in high school.ò Edward, a 9th grade 

student will participate in the  White House 

Mentorship Program in 2010.  (Patsy Connor) 

 

I, Too, Tutors is working with second grade 

children who had no first grade teacher from 

October to March last year.  Reading levels 

suffered from this deprivation. I, Too, Tutors 

provides individualized help to 15 of the 29 

students.  Theyôve started a library in the tutoring 

room because students were not permitted to take 

out books ñbecause they donôt bring them back ï 

they werenôt responsible.ò  Now children can 

remove books from the tutoring room.  One young 

reader said to his tutor, ñI be reading!ò  Lost 

books are replaced by I, Too, Tutors.  

(Elizabeth Desan) 

PARISH OFFICE:  202-363-8286 

Venison supplied through Farmers and Hunters: 

Feeding the Hungry, in partnership with the DC 

Central Kitchen  transported venison that had 

been processed and packaged, then used to 

prepare thousands of meals for the homeless and 

other service providers.   The Kitchen hosted a 

venison chili cook-off competition among four 

teams in the Kitchenôs Culinary Jobs Program.  

This innovative partnership has received national 

attention and sparked similar programs in other 

organizations that feed and house the homeless, as 

well as provide culinary training programs to give 

people a second chance.     

 

Singing A-Z is thrilled with the responses of the 

children in classroom sessions conducted in the 

months before school concerts (35 over 5 years in 

Northeast and Southeast DC).  Here is one story.  

I arrived at Payne Elementary School last winter 

and pulled my car onto the edge of the playground 

to unload equipment for the concert that 

afternoon.  Children on the playground saw me 

and came running and shouting.  ñWe know all 

our songs, we know all our songs!ò  This fall, as 

the Singing A-Z teams arrived at several schools, 

children coming down the hall saw us and 

immediately began to sing their favorite song 

from last year.  School class sessions began two 

years ago and conducted learning sessions in 65 

classrooms.  (Betty Buchanan)    

 

Right to Read, Inc, serves homeless children at 

Mary House by purchasing personal copies of 

special books for each child.  In celebration of Dr. 

Seussôs birthday, 30 children received a copy of 

The Cat in the Hat during the after-school 

program.  I will never forget watching the children 

try on the hat as they read their books. One child 

particularly liked wearing the hat and asked to 

keep it.  As I was leaving, he waved at me, still 

wearing the hat, his face covered by an enormous 

smile and his hand still clutching his own Dr. 

Seuss book.  More than 100 children have 

received personal books.   (Charlotte Morris)  

 

When I first visited the Hogar Ana Maria 

Casillas Cruz orphanages, in a remote Mexican 

mountain village, I was struck by the simplicity ï 
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and the lack of possessions among the children:  a 

tattered stuffed animal on only one or two beds.  

Their shiny eyes echoed their voices ï ñdid you 

bring toys?ò  I had only carried clothing and food 

in my Blue Bag.  But, Tres Reyes 2010, these 

children were overjoyed to receive lots and lots of 

toys. The Director reports that the children were 

overjoyed!  (Lin Tate)    

 

Similar stories of men, women and children 

whose lives now have hope because of the new 

direction given through Transformation Fund 

ministries, are heard as leaders and participants 

recite their experiences in this service.  These 

ministries enable Godôs people to:  learn to read;  

develop job skills as a chef;  strengthen skills to 

be a compassionate listener; provide safe play 

environments for children of violence; purchase 

materials for our youth to refurbish a school in 

Belize; learn how to live our faith, by gathering 

with other St. Albanites to heed the wisdom of St. 

Francis; help youth in Ugandan IDP camps 

become positive agents of change; create an 

environment for persons with low vision ailments 

to receive emotional and educational support; 

purchase a truck for a priest in Zimbabwe to visit 

the nine churches he serves; restore homes and 

churches in New Orleans following Hurricane 

Katrina; create humanitarian partnerships such as 

the Safari Club and St. Albansô to carry ñBlue 

Bagsò filled with school supplies, clothes, sports 

equipment to underserved communities overseas. 

   

ñIt is in giving that we receive.ò As our parish 

tapped its spiritual, financial and physical 

resources to send people into the world, we are 

blessed beyond measure by witnessing the joy of a 

child whose voice is lifted in song, the voice of a 

new chef who has shifted from ñbeing servedò to 

ñserver;ò and the safety and comfort of those 

returning to refurbished homes.  We too, are 

forever touched by those whose lives we touched!  

And those whose lives were touched continue the 

ñchainò by reaching out to others.  The ñseedsò of 

Transformation Funds continue as these ministries 

grow and flourish beyond our walls.  The 

Storybook of these ministries can be found on our 

parish website.     

Since 2004, $362,000 has been given to support 

42 ministries that have gone forth from St. 

Albanôs Parish   

 

These funds have been administered by a group of 

Trustees, plus a Chair (rotated through the years).  

Trustees applied criteria approved by the Vestry 

as the basis for reviewing written applications.  

The Transformation Fund has been one source of 

support for the parish outreach ministries.  We 

give thanks for the commitment to tithe funds 

from the Capital Campaign to open our hearts and 

minds to new ways to live our Baptismal call.  

 

Jane G. Schubert, Chair 

Transformation Funds 

 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Holy Eucharist  

and Ashes 
 

Service times:  
7:30 am  

12:00 noon  
6:00pm  


