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St. Alban’s 

―What is truth?‖  One of the world‘s oldest and most probing questions, it is what we ask the leaders of our so-

ciety and our world. It is what we seek from our teachers and parents. It is what we hope to teach our children. And it is 

the cause of much of our own concerns and many of our deepest anxieties. It also happens to be the chief question that 

Pilate put to Jesus as he stood on trial. 

In the past, we‘ve looked to philosophers and theologians to help us discern the meaning and scope of truth in 

our lives. Today, however, we‘re more likely to turn to electronics than a classroom. Television and the Internet have 

become primary filters through which we try to discern what is happening in our world and what it means. Whenever a 

significant event or a crisis occurs, our immediate instinct is to switch on the tube or boot up the computer. TV and lap-

top not only provide the details, they supply us with context and perspective. As a result, they do more than shape our 

view of reality; they play a primary role in determining our values. 

Neil Portman, professor, author, and observer of contemporary culture, sees an inherent danger in these modern 

resources. He worries that the electronic media ultimately turn everything they cover into entertainment. In his classic 

work, Amusing Ourselves to Death, Portman compares two famous visions of the future formed in the earlier part of the 

20th Century: Aldous Huxley‘s Brave New World; and George Orwell‘s 1984.  He finds the contrast illuminating:  

 
 What Orwell feared were those who would ban books. What Huxley feared was that there would be no reason to ban a 

book, for there would be no readers. Orwell feared those who would deprive us of information. Huxley feared those who would give 

us so much that we would be reduced to passivity and egoism. Orwell feared that the truth would be concealed from us. Huxley 

feared the truth would be drowned in a sea of irrelevance. Orwell feared we would become a captive culture. Huxley feared we 

would become a trivial culture, preoccupied with some equivalent of the feelies, the orgy porgy, and the centrifugal bumblepuppy. 

As Huxley remarked in Brave New World Revisited, the civil libertarians and rationalists who are ever on the alert to oppose tyr-

anny ñfailed to take into account manôs almost infinite appetite for distractions.ò  In 1984, Huxley added, people are controlled by 

inflicting pain. In Brave New World, they are controlled by inflicting pleasure. In short, Orwell feared that what we hate will ruin 

us. Huxley feared that what we love will ruin us.  

  

 Portman believes that, because of television and other media, Huxley ended up being right. But that is not the  

final word for our world. As 21st Century Christians, we are called to articulate and share our faith with our world. Jesus 

promised that he would send the Holy Spirit to guide us to all truth. He also said that when we discover and discern that 

truth, it would set us free.  The Easter Season leading to the great Feast of Pentecost is the time when we are especially 

called to remember what is at the core of that truth, and what that truth means to us and our world. At its center is the 

affirmation that God loves us and has sent the Son to redeem the world. In Christ, the world has found its true hope and 

promise in the gift of God‘s love. 

In preparing to receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, let us not be afraid to seek, speak, and live that truth as the 

people of God who know that the truth of new life has made us all free. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

The Rev‘d Canon John E. Lawrence+ 

Interim Rector 

 

 

See Inside - 
 ññGrowing Spanish Language Eucharist  

 ñ-ñBeautiful Beads illustrate a Forum  

 ññAdopt -An -Apartment  

 ññSummer Worship times  
          
                 Écsteinberg, 2007 
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A Quick Update on the Search Process 
  

 The Vestry and the Search Committee continue to lay groundwork for the search process.  Respective roles and 

responsibilities of both groups are being explored and clarified. At its April 20 meeting, the Vestry was joined by The 

Rev. Mary Sulerud, Diocesan Canon for Deployment. She reviewed the search process and described the support she 

can provide to St. Alban‘s and its Search Committee. Mary also keeps the Bishop informed of the status of the search. 

Carol Wzorek, our search consultant, also participated in the Vestry meeting, a key opportunity for her to get to know 

Vestry members and to describe how she assists with the search process. The diocese has a fine library of guidance 

documents which has been helpful in the search. 

An important milestone in the search process is the Vestry Charge to the Search Committee. This is a document 

that outlines the Vestry‘s expectations of how the Search Committee will carry out its mission. A draft charge was pre-

sented to the Vestry at the April meeting and it served as the basis for discussion about key aspects of the search. This 

includes the parish self study and profile, communication with the Vestry and the parish, confidentiality issues, the 

search budget, and how rector candidates will be vetted.  The Vestry will vote on the charge at its May meeting and 

then present it to the Search Committee. The timing allows for thought, prayer and consultation with the parish on these 

important issues.  

On April 24th, the Search Committee held its first ‗official‘ meeting which was facilitated by our search consult-

ant, Carol Wzorek, with time to become acquainted and to explore roles and responsibilities. The agenda included dis-

cussion of effective teams, norms and ground rules, and an overview of the search process.   

If you have questions or suggestions about the search process, please do not hesitate to contact Search Committee mem-

bers: Kate Bouvé, Jim Sottile, Diane Adams, Erinn Gray, Kevin Hassett, Kammie Hedges, Chris Holmes, Kim Hurst, 

Rich Jensen, Kiki McLean, Ann Morrison, and Jim Nix. 
 

         

              Yours in Christ, 

Kate Bouvé 
Senior Warden 
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CLERGY  

The Reverend John Lawrence, Interim Rector 

The Reverend Timothy A. Boggs, Associate Rector 

The Reverend Jered Weber-Johnson, Assistant Rector 

The Reverend Harriette H. Sturges, Deacon,  

     Coordinator of Children‘s Ministries 

The Reverend Loren B. Mead, Priest Associate 

 

EPISCOPAL CAMPUS MINISTRIES 

Carolyn Seaton, Chaplain, American University 

 

PARISH STAFF 

Doug Dykstra, Director of Finance 

Eric Gustafson, Director of Parish Administration 

Ron Hicks, Director of Facilities and Parish Verger  

Sonya Subbayya Sutton, Director of Music  

Annemarie Stroud, Administrative Assistant 

Angela Butler, Music Intern 

  

VESTRY  

Kate Bouvé, Senior Warden; Jim Sottile, Junior Warden; 

Jim Tate, Secretary ; Christopher Holmes, Treasurer 

Nathalie Bramson; Ruth Cline; Bill Edgar; Andrea Farr; 

Chuck Holmes; Keith Jones; Danette (Dani) Kauffman; Jenni-

fer Thorson Martin; Eric Melby; Richard Parkins; Ann Ram-

sey-Moor; Eve Zartman-Ball;  

Joanne Brainard, WSA Board Representative 

 

ST. ALBAN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016 

Tel.: 202-363-8286 Fax: 202-363-6828 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

 Web site: www.st-albans-parish.org 

 

Articles for the June  2010 Chronicle must be received in the 

Church Office by May 14. 

Please submit all items by email to these two addresses: 

JoyceW@St-Albans-Parish.org 

EricG@St-Albans-Parish.org 

From the Wardens  

Summer Worship Schedule  

  
Beginning Sunday, June 6,  

Sunday worship times are  

  

8 am Eucharist  

10 am Eucharist  

5 pm Eucharist in Spanish  

5:30 pm Eucharist  
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Worship  ñ-the heart of all we do   

 

 

 Happy Birthday, Church! 

 
 It must have been quite a day. After hearing that the Holy Spirit would come upon them and give them power, 

the frightened disciples watch Jesus, their leader, rise up into a cloud. Two other mysterious men dressed in white ap-

peared out of nowhere to ask why they all were looking up into the sky. Scripture reports no response from the disci-

ples, who then went back to Jerusalem and up to the room in which they had spent the previous six weeks, probably a 

sensible retreat. There, after Peter reported on Judas‘ gory demise, they voted to add Matthias to their number. A few 

days later, when ―…all the Lord‘s followers were together in one place…‖, the Book of Acts reports the coming of the 

Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost: 

 ―Suddenly there was a noise from heaven like the sound of a mighty wind! It filled the house where they were 

meeting. Then they saw what looked like fiery tongues moving in all directions, and a tongue came and settled on each 

person there. The Holy Spirit took control of everyone, and they began speaking whatever languages the Spirit let 

them speak.ò Acts 2:2-4 

 Local reaction was mixed. Some onlookers were excited, others were confused, still others were convinced 

that the disciples were under the influence of something more earthly. Despite this less-than auspicious beginning, the 

formation of the Christian Faith was underway, and nothing would ever be the same again. The Church was born. Two 

thousand years later, still excited or confused or convinced of dubious influences, the Christian Church celebrates the 

Feast of Pentecost as its birthday. 

 On May 23, the Day of Pentecost, St. Alban‘s Parish celebrates with special beginnings. Babies and their fami-

lies will know new beginnings as the little ones are baptized into the church of Jesus Christ. Graduates will be 

launched into new seasons in their lives. It‘s a time for rejoicing, a time to wear red, to light candles, fly kites, and to 

delight in the Power of the Spirit with everyone we meet! 

 

 

\ 
 

ñY sentiras la paz de Dios ... Estrechandote la mano...ò 

ñAnd, in reaching out your hand, you will feel Godôs peace.ò 
 

Every Sunday at 5 pm, more people of all ages enter St. Alban‘s doors. Last August, the vestry approved the plans 

to begin this new ministry as an outreach to Washington‘s Spanish-speaking community -- and more. Basically, the 

effort has three goals: 

First, to add a Spanish language service at St. Alban‘s, to reach out to Spanish-speaking members of our commu-

nity, bring them into the church, and acquaint them with the Episcopal liturgy and beliefs. We also plan to reach out to 

Latino embassies and to our Episcopal schools. 

In addition, this service provides an opportunity for English-speaking St. Albanites to learn and experience a new 

culture, with its unique music and its rich traditions. The bulletin each Sunday is bilingual so English speakers can fol-

low along, and Spanish-speakers can see the words in English. The music needs no translation! 
And, of course, it is preparing a new generation to integrate into both English and Spanish religious traditions. 

The newcomers are Latino – but this is not a ―Latino congregation,‖ in the same sense as the other six Latino con-

gregations of the Washington Diocese. Ours is a ―Spanish-speaking service‖ -- an integral part of St. Alban‘s. ―The 

Latino presence is a reminder of diversity,‖ says the Rev. Simón Bautista, Canon for Latino Ministries for the Diocese 

and priest for this new effort.  ―How did the church 1000 years ago look? The face of our future, the future of our 

church, is diversity – by doing this, we are molding that future.‖ 

The 5 pm Spanish-speaking services are warm, lively, with vibrant Latino music and participation by the congre-

gants in reading lessons and – often – in answering ad hoc questions thrown out by Simón during his sermon. Most, if 

not all, of these new congregants have grown up in the Roman Catholic faith, some have been exposed to fundamental-

ist church outreach efforts, and the opportunity to learn is exciting for everyone.   

é continued on p. 6 
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Ideas Alive! Forum    ñ- learning never ends  

Discernment for All of Us ï  Forum Review I 

 
The Rev. Jacques Hadler of Virginia Seminary got 

the  "Building A Healthy Body" Lenten series off to a 

rousing start February 21 with a thoughtful presentation on 

how any of us might go about making an important life 

decision. A hearty band of 60 showed up on that cold and 

snowy morning.  

Hadler started by defining spiritual discernment as 

"a method of arriving at an important decision by seriously 

weighing the alternatives in the presence of God with an 

attitude of complete openness to the Holy Spirit." This is 

not likely to be a short process, given that we must collect 

as much data as possible before we are truly ready to lis-

ten. That means getting to a place where we are "free 

from" excessive drives for personal success or comfort 

and able to find a "peaceful balance."  

Hadler recommended praying for "the light to see 

what I cling to", and the strength not to cling to it. In other 

words, we can't stay in our "comfort zone" and still remain 

open to God. He recalled the Ignatian notion of being 

"wholly indifferent" in our listening if we are to clearly 

understand.  

Our process of discernment should always be in 

touch with our core faith experience of God, gather data 

from various sources, and involve ongoing prayerful re-

flection. When decision time finally comes, we should 

seek means to confirm our choice, act in accord with that 

choice, and take all risks accompanying it. To that end, 

Hadler concluded his presentation by offering insight into 

the respected decision making processes Quakers have 

developed, including the use of a special "clearness com-

mittee" of trusted people who know and care about us, to 

help us clarify our thoughts and feelings.  
--- Andrew Ramsey-Moor 

 

How Hospitality Builds Up the Church ï  

Forum Review II 
 

How is hospitality depicted in the Old and New 

Testaments, and what is the practical power of hospitality 

in our congregational life? The Rev. Dr. John Koenig of 

General Theological Seminary, author of two books on the 

subject, addressed these questions on March 14 in the third 

Lenten presentation on ―Building a Healthy Body.‖ Dr. 

Koenig engagingly evoked and analyzed a number of sto-

ries from the Bible, blending scholarship and humor, and 

conveying the humanity of many biblical characters.  

In Koenig's view, Christian hospitality stems from 

God‘s love for us and presence among us, which plays out 

in the interaction of biblical figures and is reflected in the 

history of the church. In Hebrews 13:2, believers are en-

joined to show hospitality when they entertain strangers, 

as these strangers, unbeknownst to their hosts, could be 

angels. Later in time and up to the present, the Benedictine 

tradition of welcoming and entertaining guests reflects ―the 

promise that the stranger is often bearing gifts.‖  

So, Koenig asserted, we who offer hospitality can-

not stay in the position of host; we also need to receive the 

gifts that our guests bring with them. For example, when 

Jesus visits Mary and Martha, Mary allows herself to sit at 

his feet, thus receiving the gift of Christ‘s wisdom (Luke 

10:38-42). Zealous Martha overworks elsewhere, and 

misses that opportunity to receive. 

In an Old Testament ―hospitality moment,‖ Abra-

ham implores three strangers approaching his tent to come 

out of the heat (Gen. 18:1-15). Once the strangers join him, 

Abraham entertains them lavishly. As Koenig explained, 

the strangers whom Abraham welcomed into his house take 

over, reversing conventional roles; and Abraham, who went 

to such lengths to extend hospitality, is presented with a 

gift from his guests-turned-hosts. 

They prophesy that Abraham‘s 

wife Sarah will bear a son, and  

so she does.  

As for us, we welcomed 

our guest speaker, Koenig, 

thereby receiving the gift of his 

theological and practical in-

sights, not to mention the 

warmth he expressed toward our 

parish as a welcoming commu-

nity. Those in attendance de-

parted knowing that the gift and 

ministry of hospitality were alive 

and well in a fascinating and af-

firming session of Ideas Alive!  
--- Christine Oblitas 

 

Not to Be Served, But to ServeðForum Review III 
 

What is servant leadership? Dr. Linda Freeman -- 

General Convention delegate, longtime Standing Commit-

tee member, and Professor of English at the University of 

Maryland -- responded to that question with a humorous 

story. A friend who belongs to a conservative church wryly 

observed, "That's simple. Men are the leaders; women are 

the servants." ―Needless to say,‖ said Dr. Freeman, ―that is 

NOT our view!‖ 

Speaking at the final ―Building a Healthy Body‖ 

session, Freeman defined servant leadership as "a democ-

ratic philosophy of guiding stewardship that values the re-

sponsibilities, interests, and abilities of all affected parties 

and actively encourages their involvement in planning and 

decision making through study and open discussion toward 

consensus, with the help of the Holy Spirit." Quoting Jesus 
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 ñ- learning never ends  

"I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly" -- she emphasized that servant leadership 

is "not a power trip." Servant first, then leader as a re-

sult, is the expected order. And the key question is al-

ways, will others benefit?  

The characteristic skills of a servant leader in-

clude listening, empathy, awareness, a sense of stew-

ardship, and concern for others' growth. There is a gen-

der dimension here in that the way women are social-

ized tends to equip them to do or express such things 

more easily. However, with increased communication 

between women and men, all can be equally effective 

servant leaders. Freeman took us back to Jacques 

Hadler's program on discernment with a brief discus-

sion of Quaker decision making and the way it works 

toward "unity, not unanimity." 

Freeman briefly unpacked the doctrine of the 

Priesthood of All Believers -- associated with Martin 

Luther, but accepted by most Protestants as a matter of 

course -- whose essence is equal spiritual ranking, re-

gardless of church order. She went on to note that ser-

vant leadership doesn't always lead to worldly success. 

In Isaiah's Suffering Servant passages, we see the 

downside of servanthood. Yet the church, as Episcopal 

lay theologian Verna Dozier stressed, is a servant insti-

tution. And laypersons, while also ministering in the 

church, are primarily to be empowered to serve in the 

world. Citing her own work, teaching in a public uni-

versity, Freeman agreed with a public high school 

teacher in the audience that opening young minds is 

indeed a ministry. "How you lead your life," she of-

fered, "is the real ministry."  
--- Ann Ramsey-Moor 

 
 

Just in time for Mother‘s Day, graduations, and 

spring birthdays, the Sunday Forum Committee is 

sponsoring a sale of beautiful bead jewelry on May 2 as 

part of its forum on ―Half the Sky: Improving the Lives 

of Women & Girls in the Developing World‖.  The 

beads come from BeadForLife, a non-profit organiza-

tion working in Uganda to help women lift their fami-

lies out of poverty. Featured recently in Nicholas Kris-

tof‘s column in the New York Times, BeadForLife is 

based in the US and Uganda. Sale of the beads, which 

are made from recycled paper (see photos), provide the 

women an income, and the net profits from sales are 

invested in projects to fight extreme poverty. Projects 

focus primarily on health, affordable housing, voca-

tional training for impoverished youth, and entrepre-

neurial development through micro-credit for small 

business. The beads will be on sale in Satterlee Hall 

from 8:30 am to 1:00 p.m.  For more information on 

BeadForLife, see their web site at www.beadforlife.org.  

May 2010 Forums 

"Half the Sky: Improving the Lives of Women and  

Girls in the Developing World" 

Sunday, May 2, 10:30 am 

Karen Chane, Episcopal representative to the Interna-

tional Anglican Women's Network, will help us under-

stand the commitment of the Episcopal Church to the 

Millennium Development Goals of the United Nations. 

This session will explore issues related to micro-credit 

investments and their role in the lives of women in de-

veloping countries. Alongside: an all-morning bead fair 

featuring products of BeadForLife, a Uganda-based or-

ganization recently featured by New York Times col-

umnist Nicholas Kristof.  
 

 

"Enough! How We Can Live Simply and Thrive  

Amid Today's Greed and Excess" 

Sunday, May 9, 10:30 am 

What does it mean to have enough? Do I have to sell 

everything I have, give the proceeds to the poor, and 

live as Jesus did? What can individuals and faith com-

munities do to make a difference in the midst of global 

climate change?  Sandy Olson-Mortvedt, National Co-

Director of Alternatives for Simple Living, pays us a 

special visit from her base in Colorado. With combined 

wisdom and good humor, she will offer us an assort-

ment of ways to live both better and more responsibly 

as caring Christians. Bring your questions, ideas, and 

comments. Sandy will join us for further discussion and 

lunch in the Rectory following the 11:15 service.  

Écsteinberg, 2007 

http://www.beadforlife.org/
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Adopt an Apartment 
 

 On May 15, 2010, you can help a homeless family in need by participating in the Transitional Housing Corpora-

tion‘s Adopt-an-Apartment initiative. For more than 20 years, Transitional Housing Corporation has helped over 200 

families move from homelessness to permanent housing by providing transitional housing, permanent supportive housing, 

and permanent affordable rental housing. St. Alban‘s has long been part of this vital organization, and the challenge to 

help another family is now before us. 

 There are three ways that parishioners can be part of the newest resettlement project on May 15: 

Donate needed items such as gently-used home furnishings, linens, kitchen utensils, etc. Items will be collected on the 

porch of St. Alban‘s rectory. Check sign-up sheets after services to see what‘s needed. 

Deliver items to the freshly cleaned and painted apartment in NW Washington on the morning of Saturday, May 15. 

Help set up the apartment on May 15 to make it move-in ready for the new residents. The furnishings that we donate 

will go with the family when they move into a permanent home. 

Please contact Bennett to participate in this important event: bennett.gray@yahoo.com or  (202) 329-4707.  

The new family has been homeless for quite some time, and St. Alban‘s can make May 15 a very special homecoming 

day for them.  
é Bennett Gray    

 

 

\ 
 

 

Every Sunday...continued from p. 3  

 

We see people of Dominican, Nicaraguan, Peruvian, Colombian, Chilean, Venezuelan, Mexican, Bolivian, Salva-

doran, Guatemalan, and American descent become ―regulars‖, those who now step forward to assume more leadership in 

this ministry. This ―ownership‖ of the effort by its participants is, of course, very important, and an indication of their 

commitment to this community. For example, they are moving to organize a Sunday School, staffed by several mothers. 

They have enthusiastically taken over the role of providing food, ―platas‖, for the weekly fellowship hour following the 

service. And at an upcoming Saturday retreat, they will form committees to lead other volunteer activities. 

It‘s difficult to paint a picture in words of the excitement of this effort. These may give an idea of the variety... 

A special party at Epiphany, to celebrate ―Tres Reyes‖ – the arrival of the Three Kings, who in the Latin tradition  

       bring gifts for the children.  Three stately royals dressed in robes and wearing crowns, handed a wrapped gift to each  

       of the excited children present,  and then presided over the breaking of two candy-filled piñatas! 

One memorable Sunday evening, the ―Newcomers Dinner‖ became the story of the loaves and fishes, as Spanish  

       speakers joined English-speakers in learning about St. Alban‘s. 

One of the new ―regulars‖ recently has established a blood-pressure measuring initiative, and at a recent fellowship  

       hour, everyone had their blood pressure measured and was given information on this aspect of good health. 

Each Sunday, Rev. Bautista invites the children to come forward at the preparation of the Eucharist.  They stand  

solemnly behind the altar with him – seeing that row of young, solemn faces is a new joy every week. 

 Those memories, and ones yet to be created, will stay with the children into adulthood, and help them, their par-

ents, and the rest of us at St. Alban‘s become one. 

This new St. Alban‘s ministry is an outreach – but it‘s more than that. It is both an opportunity for the newcomers 

and for existing parishioners. It is St. Alban‘s, using its rich heritage of tradition and hospitality to build for the future. As 

a parish with a relatively high number of well-educated, well-traveled parishioners, our church is uniquely positioned to 

make this effort a success, and the support the church has given to the effort has been excellent.   

In June, the Advisory Committee and parish leaders will recommend to the vestry whether or not to continue past 

October 2010. But we have already earned the trust, and the commitment, of a new group of St. Albanites, with more to 

follow.  Come any Sunday afternoon, and see. 
ð- Lin Schmale-Tate 

 Reaching out  

mailto:bennett.gray@yahoo.com
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Anti-Usury Campaign Launch 
 

 Leaders from St. Alban‘s, congregations in DC and many other states convened on April 14 in the Hart Senate 

Office Building to show their support for legislation that would cap interest rates on credit cards and consumer loans. 

Congressional sponsors will offer the legislation as a floor amendment to the pending financial reform bills. 

 Metro IAF, a network of 17 organizations on the East Coast and Midwest, organized the gathering of 300+ as 

part of its ―10% is Enough‖ anti-usury campaign. Currently, only the Federal law regulating credit unions contains a na-

tional interest rate cap on consumer loans. National banks are now exempt from complying with state usury laws. 

 The ―10% is Enough‖ campaign advocates that public and private institutions move their deposits from banks 

who are unwilling to limit their consumer interest rates. National banks that are the focus of attention include Bank of 

America, Citibank, JP Morgan Chase, Wells Fargo and Capital One. The following actions were announced on April 14: 

--the Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts will move more than $200 million of deposits from 

Bank of America because the bank is unwilling to comply with Massachusetts‘ usury law; 

--the Atlantic District of the Lutheran Church [Missouri Synod] is moving $25 million into local community 

banks and credit unions; and 

--the Civil Service Employees Association (New York state) has committed to move its deposits out of financial 

institutions that charge consumer interest rates exceeding New York‘s usury limit of 16%. 

Representatives of the Washington Interfaith Network [WIN], the Metro IAF affiliate in DC, and Action in 

Montgomery [AIM], have met with Bishop John Chane and Paul Cooney, Canon to the Ordinary, to discuss the ―10% is 

Enough‖ campaign. WIN, AIM, and VOICE, the Northern Virginia Metro IAF affiliate, are gathering data on the finan-

cial relationships of their member congregations as a prelude to further discussions with area financial institutions re-

garding the campaign. Similar data are being developed for the regional and national denominational organizations of the 

several faiths represented by WIN, AIM, and VOICE.  
ð- Clem Dinsmore 

e 

Zaôtar, Jerusalem, and Peace 
 

(Ed. Note: No one returns from a pilgrimage to the holy city of Jerusalem untouched. The following article is a  

personal reflection from one such pilgrim, Helma Lanyi, a parishioner who is active in Episcopal Peace Fellowship.) 

 

Za‘tar is a mixture of spices familiar to anyone who ever ate in the Middle East. The eyes of Esther, my Jewish 

neighbor, lit up when she heard I brought some back from my Easter pilgrimage to Jerusalem. With Canon John Peter-

son as guide, I joined 24 pilgrims to share Holy Week with the many Christian denominations there. The culmination 

was Easter Saturday‘s Greek Orthodox Holy Fire celebrations in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in this city holy to 

three faiths. Hidden from view, the light of Christ contained in a ball of wax inside the tomb of Christ gradually makes 

its way outside, to be greeted with jubilation by a waiting crowd. Candles are lit from this original source of fire; I 

brought back one to be lit at St. Albans. Alas, politics intruded upon even the most Christian of all celebrations. Not only 

were there Greeks, Russian Orthodox, Copts, Armenians, Ethiopians, Roman Catholics, Anglicans and Protestants, there 

were also heavily armed Israeli soldiers right inside the church, ―for security reasons.‖ How often we heard this phrase 

during our stay.   

The occupation is harsh, even cruel. Israeli settlements are being built around Jerusalem as an eventual circle to 

cut off all traffic to the rest of the West Bank, just as Bethlehem is being choked off. There is one restaurant left where 

we had lunch. Residents of Bethlehem have to collect rain water because they receive water only twice a week.  Pales-

tinians may not use the same roads as the Israeli settlers; Jerusalem drivers are required to have yellow license plates.  

What role can we Christians possibly play in this conflict? I think we can stand by our Palestinian Christian and 

Muslim brethren. The Anglican Bishop, Suheil Dawani, sees our role as that of moderation. The diocese maintains two 

hospitals, schools, day care and training centers for the disabled and is proud to serve all people. The Anglican diocese 

of Jerusalem has set up a peace center to sell Palestinian embroidery and ceramics. One Israeli voice is Gideon Levy, 

correspondent for Ha‘aretz, who writes wistfully about wanting to live a normal life, without constant fear. ―What if we 

stop the occupation and save the money?‖ he asks  (4/ 8/ 2010). I do not forget this Israeli voice.  

And now I go over to Esther‘s to bring her a bag of Za‘tar.   
---Helma Lanyi 

 

ññto community and world  
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Parish Life  
 

Parish Finances in March 
 

  Here follows a quick summary of the parish‘s 2010 operating finances through March 31. During the first 

quarter of the year, income was over budget by 5.8% while expenses were under budget by 5.8%.  At the end of 

March, the parish‘s operating budget had a positive year-to-date variance of $69,783.        

Total income for March was over budget by $33,013. All income categories were over budget for the 

month, most notably Pledge Income, which was $11,587 over budget, and Designated Income, which was $16,821 

over budget. In March, the Parish received an unrestricted bequest from the Margery K.G. Dunn estate in the 

amount of $522,535. Consistent with Vestry resolutions, 10% of this bequest ($52,254) was posted in the Operat-

ing Fund under ―Bequest Tithe‖. The remaining 90% ($470,281) was posted in the Parish‘s Endowment Fund. To 

see a complete accounting for March, follow this link: http://www.st-albans-parish.org/resources/pdf/

Parish_Budget_10.pdf  

Although the first quarter of the year was financially strong, caution must still be maintained. The Vestry 

approved an unbalanced budget for 2010 with a built-in deficit of nearly $24,000. Income and expenses must con-

tinue to be watched carefully.      

 Thank you to all who made generous contributions during the first quarter of the year. If you have not yet 

made a pledge this year, or if you would like to increase your pledge, it‘s not too late. You may pledge online at 

the parish website, www.albansdc.org,  or send an email to the Director of Finance. With questions about any fi-

nancial-related matter, including pledging, matching gifts, foundation grants, gift transfers of securities and be-

quests to the parish, please contact Doug Dykstra, Director of Finance, at 202.363.8286, ext. 209 or email to 

DougD@st-albans-parish.org. The mission and ministries of the parish are entirely reliant on your gifts and talents. 

You are sincerely invited through your gifts, pledges and contributions to participate in God‘s hopes for St. Al-

ban‘s and the world.         

 

\ 

 

Education for Your Ministry 
 

Education for Ministry, or EfM, is a program of study and fellowship that offers the opportunity to take  

up our parish‘s Lenten theme, ―What is my ministry now?ò as a way of life. 

At a basic level, the EfM program consists of a four-year, seminar-style program in which a small group 

explores the primary theological curriculum of the University of the South at Sewanee. one academic year is de-

voted to the Old Testament; a second to the New Testament; the third to church history through the arrival of 

Christianity in North America; and the final year to recent history and current theological themes and questions.  

Beyond this rather academic endeavor, EfM explores and practices a theological discipline; that is, it is 

about doing theology, not just studying it. Each week, we engage in a theological reflection, in which we explore 

our experience, our belief systems, our culture and  religious tradition, with an eye toward discerning how we en-

counter God today, plus the very practical implications that those encounters with God have for our lives. 

A caveat:  This program is Anglican in the best sense; that is, we embrace a wide range of opinions and 

tend not to be uncomfortable when we find that we are enjoying ourselves. 

St. Alban‘s sponsors three EfM groups, each of which meets for three hours once a week from September 

through May. All groups will have several open seats next fall. One group meets on Monday evenings at 6:30 pm, 

the second on Wednesday mornings at 11 am, and the third on Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm. Come September, 

each group will be led by a different ―mentor‖ (think ―rafting guide‖ rather than ―teacher‖). 

 To learn more about EfM, or to join a group in September, please contact any of the following mentors: 

   Rich Jensen (Monday evening) dcefmer@gmail.com 

   Sara Thorne (Wednesday mid-day) saramthorne@aol.com 

   Reuben Varghese (Thursday evening) gheese@pol.net  

http://www.st-albans-parish.org/resources/pdf/Parish_Budget_10.pdf
http://www.st-albans-parish.org/resources/pdf/Parish_Budget_10.pdf
http://www.albansdc.org
mailto:DougD@st-albans-parish.org
mailto:dcefmer@gmail.com
mailto:saramthorne@aol.com
mailto:gheese@pol.net
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 ññ we gather together   

Blue Bag Partnership featured  
  

The St. Alban's Blue Bag Partnership with Sa-

fari Club International is featured in this month's SCI 

Humanitarian Projects newsletter. By downloading the 

newsletter at www.sci-foundation.org you can read 

about and see the Blue Bags full of humanitarian goods 

delivered by St. Alban's and Safari Club members to 

locations around the world while engaged in their nor-

mal travels. 

  The Safari Club International Foundation man-

ages the Humanitarian Services program of SCI. An 

engaging review of St. Alban‘s partnership with SCI is 

featured in the first six pages of the SCI April newslet-

ter on the Humanitarian Services home page of the SCI 

website, either as an Adobe PDF or as a Microsoft 

PowerPoint slide show set to music. The 11-minute 

presentation contains photo montages and descriptive 

blurbs covering more than 40 recent projects in the 

Blue Bag, Disabled Hunter, SafariCare, SafariWish, 

Sensory Safari and Sportsmen Against Hunger pro-

grams. 

  The Blue Bag partnership continues to grow 

each year. Contributions to fill Blue Bags (about $200 

each) can be made to the partnership through either St. 

Alban‘s or the DC Metro Chapter of Safari Club Inter-

national. Contact Jim Tate at 202 841-2056 or 

jim@tate-tate.us. 

     —-Jim Tate 

 

Stephen Ministry ï An Exchange of Gifts 
 

Often when we think of extending help or care 

to others, we think of an offering which we make to 

someone else. Truth be told, those who allow us to 

share their difficulties or welcome us to accompany 

them as they move from struggle to wholeness are giv-

ing us a gift. It‘s the gift of allowing the would-be 

helper to be blessed in her or his ministry of caregiver.   

Stephen Ministers are trained to be caregivers, 

but those who seek this ministry and the training which 

follows have already made a commitment to extend 

Christian care to someone else.  They have a heart for 

caring and feel called to be there for others. They have 

discerned that they want to be a caregiver under the 

Stephen Ministry umbrella. However, their calling 

hopes for a response – a signal that those in need are 

willing to acknowledge that need and make themselves 

accessible to those reaching out as caregivers.  

If you are dealing with a problem and want 

prayerful accompaniment to deal with that problem, 

please know that you are giving the gift of accessibility 

to a friend at St. Alban‘s who has the gift of caring to 

share with you.   

To hear more about Stephen Ministry, please 

talk with a Stephen Leader:  Dee Dykstra, 703- 971-

5795, Ada Kugajevsky, 202-333-2631, Dick Parkins, 

202-244-3798, or one of the clergy. 

 

l. to r.  St. Albanôs Green Team, visiting  

Choristers from St. Albans England, and  

David enjoys the Earth Day celebration.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

http://www.sci-foundation.org/
mailto:jim@tate-tate.us
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Opportunities to Serve   
 

Benefit for Bishop Walker School 

 
 On May 1, 2010 at 7 pm, St. Alban‘s Church 

hosts the Georgetown Chorale as they present an ex-

citing, hope-filled concert to benefit the Bishop John 

T. Walker School for Boys. Located in southeast 

Washington, the two-year-old Bishop Walker School 

serves children from low-income families of all reli-

gious traditions, and provides the structured support 

needed to develop each child‘s unique gifts.  All pro-

ceeds from ticket sales and other contributions will 

be given to the school to support their mission. Dis-

cover more about the school on their website, 

www.bishopwalkerschool.org.    

 The program features Schubert‘s Mass in G 

and Paul McCartney‘s Choral Suite for four voices 

and organ. Order tickets through the Georgetown 

Chorale‘s website: www.georgetownchorale.org . 

 

 

 

 

 

f 

 

 

Fridays at the Seminary 

 
 You are invited to spend the day at Virginia 

Seminary with colleagues and friends in seminars  

led by faculty, alumni and staff.  Coming in May: 

Scandalous Risks: Looking at Faith, Brokenness and 

Doubt through Susan Howatchôs Starbridge Novels, 

on Friday, May 7, 9 am—3 pm. Leading this  

seminar are The Very Rev. Ian Markham and The 

Rev. Ann Gillespie, two engaging speakers who will 

bring participants into an encounter with fiction 

(often loosely based on actual bishops, priests and 

theologians) that provides a mirror on human com-

plexity and ambiguity within the church. Cost for  

the day is $40 (includes lunch). Online registration  

is available at www.vts.edu/icfl/registration.  

 Virginia Seminary is a rich resource in the 

Washington area. Check out the Seminary‘s website 

often, and take advantage of the many programs open 

to the community.  

 

GardenersðShare your Bounty 
  

 Right now at the start of the growing season, 

the Capital Area Food Bank seeks gardeners to plant an 

extra row of produce to share with local groups who 

serve people in need. Fresh produce is essential to a 

healthy diet, but it‘s not often donated to food banks or 

pantries because it is so perishable. With the Food 

Bank‘s Grow-A-Row project, gardeners can be con-

nected with a nearby agency who will distribute the 

fresh produce in their neighborhood. 

 It works like this: you (the gardener) plant an 

extra row – or more—of fruit, vegetables or herbs, and 

sign up for the Food Bank‘s Grow-A-Row program. 

The Food Bank finds a Produce Partner to receive your 

extra produce, and will work with you to determine the 

best way to distribute your donation in your local area. 

Community gardens can also participate, and gardeners 

receive a Grow-A-Row Participant sign for the garden 

and a receipt for use at tax time. 

 For more information, or to sign on to this 

much-needed program, contact the Harvest for Health 

Dept. at the Capital Area Food Bank. Emily Osterhus 

or Jody Tick, (202) 526-5344, will be glad to hear from 

you. The Capital Area Food bank offers many other 

programs; check out www.capitalareafoodbank.org.  
--- Joyce Walker 

Calling All Graduates! 
 
With the coming of spring, the thoughts of 

many turn to Graduation. Perhaps you or 

someone you love will be one who expects 

to graduate from high school or college, or 

to complete graduate school. St. Albanôs 

Parish would like to recognize your 

achievements on Pentecost Sunday, May 

23, in all services, and we need to know 

who you are. Please send names of the 

graduates and their schools to the Parish 

office, ericg@st-albans-parish.org or  

joycew@st-albans-parish.org. For high 

school graduates, add a word about your 

plans for next year too. Thanks. 

http://www.bishopwalkerschool.org
http://www.georgetownchorale.org
http://www.capitalareafoodbank.org
mailto:ericg@st-albans-parish.org
mailto:joycew@st-albans-parish.org
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Transitions 
 
Rejoice with the newly baptizedé. 

Edward Andrew Van Horn, son of Andrew and Susan Van Horn,  

Mary Katherine Kim Evans, daughter of Stephen R. Evans and Karen Kim Evans 

 

Pray for those who have died and those who mourné. 

Robert Dunn, former parishioner, on February 28; David Purdy on March 7  

Barbara Zartman, mother of Eve Zartman-Ball, on April 11  

James McNamara, father of Kate McNamara, on April 25 

S.J. Shaffran, father of Jim Shaffran, on April 24. 

 

 

     \ Bulletin  Board   \  

               You are welcome at any of the events listed here. Please contact those listed for details.  

  

Georgetown Chorale Benefit Concert  

Saturday May 1, 7 pm.  

St. Albanõs Church. 

Benefits the Bishop John T. Walker  

School for Boys in SE Washington.  

www.georgetownchorale.org  

 

An Afternoon with Singing A -Z 

Sunday, May 2, 3 pm at St. Patrickõs 

Episcopal Church, 4700 Whitehaven  

Pkwy, Washington DC. $30.  

Celebrating five years of sharing  

music with DC children.  

 

Flower Mart at the National Cathedral  

Friday-Saturday, May 7 ð8, 10 am -5 pm.  

National Cathedral grounds. Benefit for  

All Hallowsõ Guild.  Free. 

Annual outdoor spring festival for the  

whole family.  

 

 
Lunch with the Interim Rector,  

John Lawrence  

May 10, 12:30 pm, in the  

Parish Library. Open to all.  

 

Readersõ Forum 

Saturday, May 15 (new date),  

12 noon in the Parish Library.  

May book: The Lacuna.  

Lynn Freeburger, 410 -745-4332. 

 

Send-off Concert by St. Alban's Choir  

Saturday, June 5, 7:00 pm - Free. 

A preview of their all -American  

program to be sung at 8 venues  

in Prague, Vienna and Salzburg.  

 

Summer Worship Schedule Change  

Sunday, June 6, service times  

change to 8 & 10 am.  

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  

for children is suspended for the  

summer, but Childrenõs Chapel  

continues. 202 -363-8286. 
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We welcome the faithful, the seeker, and the doubter,  

clo Dla¥p bj_o^`b fp tfab ^ka Dla¥p Dlla Kbtp fp clo ^ii+ 
 

 

WORSHIP & PRAYER SCHEDULE AT ST. ALBAN‘S 

 
SUNDAY 

8:00 am………………Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

9:15 am……………...Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

11:15 am……………..Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

5:00 pm………….Holy Eucharist in Spanish 

5:30 pm……………..Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

                                DAILY 

12:05 pm…………………...Noonday Prayer 

                                TUESDAY 

7:30 am………………….…..Holy Eucharist 

                              WEDNESDAY 

12:05 pm……………….....Healing Eucharist 

 


