
 

  

   

St. Albanõs Episcopal Church 
3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20016 

July/August 2010 

St. Albanõs 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

I recently heard the story of a priest who went to 

visit a long-time parishioner who had abruptly and 

surprisingly stopped coming to church.  It was a 

chilly late-fall afternoon, and when the priest arrived 

the man had a warm fire burning in his fireplace.  

The man guessed why the priest was there and in-

vited him in, indicating a comfortable chair for him 

to sit in near the hearth.  He sat down and stared qui-

etly at the bright and sparkling flames.  The man 

waited for the priest to say something.  Instead of 

speaking, however, the priest got up, walked over to 

the fireplace and picked up the pair of tongs.  Ever so 

carefully, he removed a glowing ember from the 

flames and placed it on the side of the hearth.  Then 

he returned to his chair and sat down again.  The 

man stared at the ember in the silence and saw it 

flicker for an instant before it began to turn darker 

and darker.  Soon, all the radiance was gone, and it 

sat there, cold and lifeless.  After a while, the priest 

looked at his watch and stood up, indicating it was 

time for him to leave.  He got up from his chair, re-

turned to the fireplace, and, with the tongs, put the 

dead ember back on the fire with the others.  Soon it 

was glowing brightly once again, adding its part to 

the suddenly increased warmth and brightness of the 

fire.  As the priest went toward the door, the man 

turned to him and, with a lump in his throat, said, 

ñThank you very much for your visit and your mes-

sage.  Iôll be in church next Sunday.ò 

 

This parable of community is important for us.  God 

created us to be a part of each other, to be engaged 

with those around us in supporting and enlivening 

our world.  Christ calls us into loving relationship 

with him and with each otherðand we need both.  

As we worship and work together, God builds a fire 

within us to bring light and energy to our world.  In 

the process, we are restored to new life and spirit, 

radiating the love and grace of Godôs Holy Spirit 

through our own witness and being. 

 

That community, that vitality, and that mission are 

all a part of Christian stewardship, the use we make 

of our time, our talent, and our treasure.  How we 

spend each of those changes both who we are and 

what our lives are like.  We live as the recipients of 

Godôs overwhelming graciousness, in a world filled 

with immeasurable blessings, seen and unseen.  Each 

minute of our day is a gift of Godôs love.  When we 

respond to that abundance by giving of ourselves 

through worship, through service, and through our 

money, we are not only fulfilling our obligations as 

Christian stewards, we are growing in the light and 

life of our resurrection faith.  The prayer attributed to 

St. Francis of Assisi (on page 833 of the Prayer 

Book) reminds us that ñit is in giving that we re-

ceive.ò  In offering ñourselves, our souls and bodiesò 

together with each other in eucharistic witness and 

shared ministry, we ourselves grow in hope, in joy, 

and in radiant love. 

 

May each of our lives glow with the glory of that 

Spirit. 

 

  Faithfully yours, 

  The Revôd Canon John E. Lawrence 

  Interim Rector 

See Inside - 

 Choirôs Pilgrimage to Europe on page 6. 

 Raptors at Vacation Bible Camp on page 4. 

 Choir and Catechesis Schedules for Fall on pages 5 and 10. 

Radiant Life 
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Parish Operating Finances for Mid-Year 

During the first six months of 2010, parish income was 3.1% over budget while expenses were under budget 

1.0%.  At the end of June, the Parishôs 2010 operating budget had a positive year-to-date variance of 

$31,076.   

 

At mid-year, income was over budget due primarily to four income categories: 

1.)Pledge income totaled $573,117, which was $1,258 over budget. 

2.)Parish Support, which includes contributors who have not made a pledge to the parish, totaled $20,007, 

was $10,257 over budget. 

3.)Designated Income was $10,314 over budget due primarily to the success of the Spring Parish Gala, which 

had income of $20,535.  Net proceeds from the Gala, which benefits the Crossroads Shelter and the feeding 

ministries of the Parish, totaled $18,054.   

4.)The St. Albanôs Day Special Offering accounted for $4,469 in unbudgeted income.  In July, parishioners 

contributed an additional $4,000 to this special offering.  As of July 18th, contributions received through the 

St. Albanôs Day Special Offering totaled $8,490.  As you know, the Vestry approved an unbalanced budget 

for 2010 with a built-in deficit of $23,780.  This special offering will be used to offset this budget deficit. 

You can still contribute to the St. Albanôs Day Special Offering.  Simply indicate ñSpecial Offeringò in the 

memo line of your check.   

 

To see a complete summary of the operating finances for the first six months of the year and a detailed break-

down of the parishôs 2010 operating budget can be found at the Parishôs website at 

http://www.st-albans-parish.org/resources/pdf/Parish_Budget_10.pdf 

Although the first six months of the year were relatively strong finan-

cially, we remain somewhat cautious mindful that the summer months 

tend to be a time when giving to the church decreases.  We continue to 

carefully monitor income and all expenses. You should know that the 

Parishôs outside audit of its 2009 financial statements is underway.  

We expect the audit to be completed by the end of summer.      

 

Thank you to all who made such generous contributions to the Parish 

during the first six months of the year.  If you have not yet made a 

pledge this year or if you would like to increase your pledge, itôs not 

too late. You may pledge online at the parish website or send an email 

to the Director of Finance.  Second quarter contribution statements will 

be mailed to your home in late July.  If you have questions about your 

statement as well as any financial-related matter, including pledging, 

matching gifts, foundation grants, gift transfers of securities and be-

quests to the parish, please contact Doug Dykstra, Director of Finance, 

at 202.363.8286, ext. 209 or email at DougD@st-albans-parish.org.  

 

The ministries and mission of your parish are entirely reliant on your 

gifts and talents.  You are sincerely invited through your gifts, pledges 

and contributions to participate in Godôs hopes for St. Albanôs and the 

world.         

CLERGY  

The Reverend John Lawrence, Interim Rector 

The Reverend Jered Weber-Johnson, Assistant Rector 

The Reverend Harriette H. Sturges, Deacon,  

     Coordinator of Childrenôs Ministries 

The Reverend Loren B. Mead, Priest Associate 

 

EPISCOPAL CAMPUS MINISTRIES 

Carolyn Seaton, Chaplain, American University 

 

PARISH STAFF 

Doug Dykstra, Director of Finance 

Eric Gustafson, Director of Parish Administration 

Ron Hicks, Director of Facilities and Parish Verger  

Annemarie Stroud, Administrative Assistant 

Sonya Subbayya Sutton, Director of Music  

Dr. Norman Scribner, Director of Music Emeritus 

 

 VESTRY  

Jim Sottile, Senior Warden; Deborah Potter, Junior Warden; 

Julie Clements, Secretary ; Christopher Holmes, Treasurer; 

Ruth Cline; Andrea Farr; Chuck Holmes; Jennifer Thorson 

Martin; Eric Melby; Ann Nix; Richard Parkins; Bob Pettit; 

Ann Ramsey-Moor; Wendy Reaves; Jo Turner; Eve Zartman-

Ball; Joanne Brainard, WSA Board Representative 

 

ST. ALBAN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3001 Wisconsin Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016 

Tel.: 202-363-8286 Fax: 202-363-6828 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Web site: www.st-albans-parish.org 

 

Articles for the September 2010 Chronicle must be received in 

the Church Office by August 19. 

Please submit all items by email to these two addresses: 

AnnemarieS@St-Albans-Parish.org 

EricG@St-Albans-Parish.org 
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Vestry Acts on Same-Sex Marriage  

 After listening closely to the views of parishioners, the Vestry has voted to support the clergy of St. Albanôs 
Parish marrying same sex couples in the church. The vote was in response to Bishop Chaneôs Pastoral Direc-

tion ((http://www.edow.org/marriage/MarriageEqualityActGuidelines0310.pdf) concerning the DC Marriage 

Equality Act, which permits the civil marriage of same sex couples.  

 

In a letter to the Parish in June (http://www.st-albans-parish.org/resources/pdf/Same_Sex_Marriages.pdf) 

Senior Warden Jim Sottile explained the background of the issue and invited comments from parishioners. 

More than 60 people shared their views in written comments and emails, and some 40 attended a meeting at 

the church on July 18 to discuss the issue. While most parishioners who shared their views were supportive of 

same sex marriage in the church, some were opposed.  The Vestry is grateful to parishioners for their thought-

ful comments and their respect for others holding differing views. 

 

At its July meeting, the Vestry discussed the issue at length.  The Vestry recognized that parishioners on both 

sides of the issue were speaking after careful consideration and out of deep conviction.  This is a difficult issue 

and faithful people of good will can and do disagree.  The Vestry believes strongly that whatever our differ-

ences on thIs issue, we are brothers and sisters in Christ committed to discerning what God is calling us to do 

as best we can. The Vestry is committed to ensuring that St. Albanôs remains a welcoming community for all 

that respects our differences and celebrates that we remain one people who come together in love. 

 

The Vestry adopted two resolutions. The first supports the clergy of St. Albanôs Parish marrying same sex cou-

ples in the church (ñwithin the congregationò to use the Bishopôs words) under the Districtôs Marriage Equality 

Act subject to the Bishopôs Pastoral Direction and District law.  The second resolution supports clergy who are 

not associated with St. Albanôs Parish marrying same sex couples in the church under the Act with the specific 

authorization of the Rector, which is required for any clergy person not with St. Albanôs to marry any couple 

in the church.  The text of both resolutions is below. 

 

Marriages of same sex couples at St. Albanôs must comply with the same requirements and procedures as all 

marriages, both as provided by the Diocese and by the Parish.  The procedures for marriages at St. Albanôs can 

be found on the Parish web site (http://www.st-albans-parish.org/resources/pdf/marriage_booklet.pdf).  Among 

other things, they stipulate that St. Albanôs celebrates marriages: 

ñfor members as well as for potential members of the parish, and for those who are children of mem-

bers.  Potential members are people who will live in the DC metropolitan area and are in the process of 

becoming a member of St. Albanós.  Neither person is required to be an Episcopalian while the cere-

mony is being planned, but one of the two must be a baptized Christian.ò 

 

Vestry Resolution 1 ï Clergy of St. Albanôs Parish marrying same gender couples in the church 

RESOLVED, that, consistent with and subject to the requirements of the Bishopôs Pastoral Direction 

regarding the District of Columbiaôs Marriage Equality Act and the law of the District of Columbia, the 

Vestry supports the clergy of St. Albanôs Parish marrying same gender couples under the Marriage 

Equality Act within the congregation. 

 

Vestry Resolution 2 ï Clergy not of St. Albanôs Parish marrying same gender couples in the church 

RESOLVED, that, consistent with and subject to the requirements of the Bishopôs Pastoral Direction 

regarding the District of Columbiaôs Marriage Equality Act and the law of the District of Columbia, the 

Vestry supports clergy not of St. Albanôs Parish marrying same gender couples under the Marriage 

Equality Act within the congregation with the specific authorization of the Rector. 

http://www.st-albans-parish.org/resources/pdf/Same_Sex_Marriages.pdf
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Vacation Bible Camp:  July 2010 

 

 

From the Book of Job-ñask the 

birds and they shall tell youéò 
 

 

 
 

The children are raising their hands to talk about what the birds 

can tell us.  We studied birds, saw birds,listened to birds, felt 

bones and feathers, examined chicken feet and owl pellets, 

found a dead bird by accident, saw them carved in stone at the 

Cathedral, discovered them in the church on the floor, on the 

reredos of the altar, and in the windows.  Can you find the St. 

Francis Window we have???? We even ate chicken one night. 

 

Why birds?  God created them on the fifth day and said they 

were good.  And we enjoyed birds and Godôs creation in the 

meantime. 

 
 

Owl Pellets are full of interesting bones and claws. 

 
 

 

This is Ms. Amber from the Carolina Raptor Center in NC. She 

is holding Maddy, a Great Horned Owl.  We also saw a Barred 

Owl, a Screech Owl, a Red-tailed Hawk and an American Kes-

trel which is a falcon and the peregrine falcon can fly at over 

200 miles an hour- much faster than a cheetah! 

 

August Vacation Bible Camp 

 

 

Mon-Wed- Aug 16-18th- 5-7PM 

Register Now Please by contacting 

Harriette 

 

hsturges@st-albans-parish.org 

mailto:Harriette-hsturges@st-albans-parish.org
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Iôd like to introduce you to one of our newest parish-

ioners.  This is Henry Alban OôBeirne. Yes, Alban is 

his middle name and it did come from our St. Alban.  

Henryôs mom and dad and sister Audrey have been 

living in Kyrgyzstan for the last two years as Brian is 

with the Foreign Service.  Jennifer and Audrey came 

back to Michigan to be with family for the last three 

months before Henry was born.  Brian was able to 

come back to the States for a couple of weeks after 

Henry was born. 

 

If youôve been following the news youôve read a great 

deal about the unrest in Kyrgyzstan recently.  In spite 

of this Jennifer and the children are ready to return 

and be together with Brian as a family again.  How-

ever, they are part of our family as well.  They are in the Prayers of the People on Sundays but you could add a 

prayer of your own for their safety.  You might even want to send an email of welcome for this birth to labib-

liotheque@yahoo.com. 

 

Harriette 

Please write this down on your calendars 
  

First Sunday of Catechesis- Sept 12,2010- if your child has never attended, please contact Harriette.  This 

is for children 2-12. 

  

Sundays beginning 9/12- CGS-Catechesis of the Good Shepherd-at 10:30 and 4:30 

  

Mondays- CGS at 4- ages 2-5- year round 

  

Thursdays- It Takes A Village program for parents and babies to pre-school age- 10-12 in Nourse Hall- 

this is year round 

  

Gathering Place for Parents-Sundays in the Library from 10:30 on from-September through May 

  

Next Baptism is November 7th 

  

Childrenôs Chapel- Every Sunday- at 10 in the summer and 9:15 during the school year 

  
Nursery Care- Every Sunday in the Rectory; Summers- 8:30-11:30; Sept 12- May- 9-12:30 

Childrenôs News 

mailto:labibliotheque@yahoo.com
mailto:labibliotheque@yahoo.com
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St. Albanôs Musicians 

Pragueé Viennaé Salzburg!  A happy collection of 

St. Albanôs music-makers sang their hearts out dur-

ing a weeklong June tour through these lovely cities. 

Director of Music Sonya Sutton prepared a diverse 

program of American music that included works by 

Richard Wayne Dirksen, Ned Rorem, Leonard Bern-

stein, Gary Davidson, Bobby McFerrin, and David 

Caleb ï St. Albanôs composer-in-residence. 

 

We sang the first of eight concerts the evening we 

arrivedé after flying all night.  This was a service at 

St. Clements, a tiny old Anglican parish in Prague 

with an equally tiny international congregation.  

Bishop Eugene Sutton provided the homily; our tour 

was blessed to have a bishop with us for good com-

pany and spiritual leadership.  St. Nicholas Church 

in Pragueôs Old Town, where Mozart had played the 

organ, was the site of our second-day concert.  While 

in Prague, we toured the amazing castle district, with 

St. Vitus Cathedral and Prague castle high atop a 

hill, and other fine sites.  

 

There is no doubt that the meaningful highlight of 

the trip was our visit to Terezin, the WWII concen-

tration camp for prisoner punishment.  We walked in 

hushed sadness.  Before we left, we gathered in a 

courtyard and sang ï not so much for an audience, 

but rather to raise our voices in prayer, tribute and 

hope.  Among other offerings, we sang the composi-

tion by David Caleb that uses the words of a child 

imprisoned at Terezin. 

 

Our time in Vienna included singing at a service at 

Christ Church, an Anglican outpost in a Roman 

Catholic city.  The congregation welcomed us with a 

lovely reception in their churchyard.  The next day 

had us singing in the (overwhelming) St. Stephenôs 

Cathedral and a concert at St. Peterkirche.  We 

packed in as much Vienna sightseeing as possible, 

but of course only scratched the service of this truly 

grand city. 

 

 

 

 


